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U3A Northern Illawarra Inc 
    A Bridge to Learning 
 
 

 
 
Newsletter No. 89   Editor: Ainslie Lamb                          Term 2  2021 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

U3A life is gradually returning to ‘normal’ as  restrictions governing assembly 
are easing, and there are some welcome changes to our programs. 

Wednesday talks will be extended to two talks each week in Term 2, the first 
at 9.30am, the second at 11am, with a coffee/tea break in between.  The 
program is still at the Woonona-Bulli RSL Club.  Unfortunately, Thirroul Community Centre was not 
ready for increased numbers in the hall at the time we had to decide on the location for Term 2 . 

Attendance limits in the smaller rooms at the Thirroul Community Centre have since been lifted, and 
as a result the limits on attendance at Special Interest Groups there have been removed, and   
Current Affairs and Australian Studies can be relocated there. Additionally, the second 
Balance’n’Bones group can now meet in the Hall.   And the Illawarra U3A choir is resuming! 

Meanwhile, have a safe and happy Easter.     Keep well. stay safe and stay connected.  

Ainslie 
 

 

The Great Debate – U3A Northern Illawarra  v. Bulli High School 

The NSW Seniors Festival  is held  14-24 April this year, and for the third 
year our U3A will hold a special debate with students of Bulli High School 
on Friday 23rd  April,  at 9.30am at the Woonona-Bulli RSL Club.   

The topic is That History is Fake News, and the U3A team will comprise 
David Muscio, Cath Philps and David Goss.  The Lord Mayor, Cr Gordon 
Bradbery, has again been invited to adjudicate the debate.  Come along 
and support this  intergenerational  event.    

 

 
 Dorn’s “bring and buy” bookstall is back  on the 3rd Wednesday each month – next 
dates    19th May and 16th June .    Bring along 1 or 2 good books or magazines.       
Proceeds go towards U3A recurrent expenses.  
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MEMBERSHIP  SUBSCRIPTIONS 2021 
 
Membership fees remain at  $50 per year or $25 per half year.  New members should apply on the 
membership form which can be downloaded from our website.  
 
If you paid a full subscription for 2020, your membership has been extended to 30th June 2021 
without further payment.   Renewal of membership for 2021 will be required in July 2021. 
 
As  our bank (IMB) is phasing out cheques, payment of membership fees  must be made by one of 
the following methods: 

(a) in cash, handed to the treasurer at a Wednesday Talks meeting or similar,  
OR 
(b) by direct deposit into the U3A Northern Illawarra Inc account with the IMB Thirroul  
(BSB 641-800 , A/c No. 200420144  identified with your first and surname, either by electronic 
funds transfer (EFT) or in person at any IMB Branch. 
and confirmed by posting evidence of payment and the renewal of membership form to the 
Treasurer (Judy Ireland} U3A Northern Illawarra U3A , PO Box 849 Thirroul 2515.    

 
 
We need two volunteers …  how about you? 
 
The committee needs a Secretary  - the various roles of the Secretary are currently being carried out by 
several people, but this is not a long-term solution.   The current role description of the position is :  
 
Secretary: records and maintains minutes of meeting* of the U3A NI; handles correspondence; 
circulates minutes and agenda to other members; maintains membership records**; maintains  
attendance records at the Wednesday program.   
*A Minute Secretary has been appointed by the Committee to assist the Secretary.  
** This is primarily maintained by the Treasurer as membership applications are received. 
 
While records maintenance is the responsibility of the Secretary, our systems of records 
maintenance are currently under review, and we are investigating the possibility of transferring our 
membership and other records to a system called MyU3A which is used by many other U3As. For this 
purpose there will be a dedicated computer available for the use of the Secretary once the systems 
are installed, and records can be easily kept up to date.  
 
The second volunteer we are looking for is someone with tech skills who can assist with the 
implementation of the My U3A system and  assist the Secretary when necessary in maintaining it.    
This person might  be a current member or a young person related to a member who has tech skills 
(and might even be able to claim academic credit for voluntary work done in the community ) – 
someone you might know? 
 
If you would like to support our U3A by volunteering for either of these positions or would like 
further information before doing so, please talk with President Ainslie (4283 7818) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Helvetia and  Times New Roman walk into a bar. “Get out of here” says the bartender, “We don’t 
serve your type”. 
 
Archaeologists digging in Egypt have found a mummy covered in chocolate and hazelnuts. They 
believe it to be Pharaoh Rocher.   
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WEDNESDAY TALKS PROGRAM - TERM 2. 2021 
 
At the Woonona- Woonona-Bulli RSL Club, 455-459 Princes Hwy Woonona. 
Members are asked to arrive from 9.00am, to provide adequate time to 
register with the Club (as is usual) as well as to record their attendance  at the 
U3A function. Social distancing and sanitisation protocols will be strictly 
observed. The first talk is from 9.30 t0 10.30; the second talk from 11.00 to 12 noon.  
 
 
21 April Joseph Lane 

 
Agricultural consulting: What they don’t 
tell you  

 Peter Steele Drones and their versatility 
28 April 9.30-10.00: 

Special General Meeting 
 
10.00-10.30 
Margaret Stratton 
 
11.00-12 noon 
Louise Murphy 

 
See Notice of Special Resolution to amend 
the Constitution next page  
 
The Bushfire Stories Book Project 
 
Latest news and support for first 
responders 

5 May Alyce Mason, Education 
Officer, WIRES 

  WIRES: Ways to help our wildlife 
 

 Assoc Prof Steven 
Roodenrys, UOW 

Preserving cognitive functioning in older 
age 

12 May Gerry Stort Experiences of a Paramedic 
 Gerry Burns, 

Physiotherapist 
How to look after your body in later years 

19 May David Goss The development of modern football 
codes and the emergence in Australia of a 
game of our own 
 

 Prof Michael Corti, 
UTS 

The wonders and uses of nanotechnology 

26 May Aileen Harland When I am old I shall wear purple 
 Colin Winton The health of Lake Illawarra 
2 June Narelle Happ Using and growing native edible plants 
 Margaret Stratton 

 
Trivia  session  

9 June Patrick Heaven Diary of a German Jew: 1945 
 Omer Soker, CEO 

Charitable Recycling 
Australia 

Charitable donations and  
charitable recycling - The Inside Story 
 

16 June Open Forum 
(Chair: Patrick Heaven) 

Can democracies die? 

 Dr Theresa Harada,  
UOW 

Driving in the senior years 

 
Co-ordination of the Wednesday Talks Program – Patrick Heaven, Judy Gibbs and Tricia Kullik 



 4 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING of the U3A Northern Illawarra Inc, to be held on 
Wednesday  28th April 2021 at 9.30am to consider the following Special Resolution: 
 
That the Constitution of the U3A Northern Illawarra Inc. be amended as follows: 

 
1 To insert a definition of who is eligible to become a member of the association as follows: 
 
 Eligible person means a natural person being an adult who has attained “the Third 
 Age” defined as the period of life beyond permanent full-time employment and  parental 
 responsibility, and may include persons who, at the discretion of the committee, are 
 otherwise eligible for membership.    
 
2. To amend Objective (a) of the Objectives of the Association by deleting the words 
 ‘retired or semi-retired mature aged people’  and substituting the words ‘eligible 
 persons’ .  
 
3.   To insert Clauses 14, 21, 22, 41, 42 and 44 of the NSW Associations Model Constitution into 

 the  text of the U3A Northern Illawarra Constitution so as to ensure all obligatory provisions 
 applicable to the association are contained in a single  document. 

 
4.  To amend the text so as to correct any spelling errors and to renumber clauses so as to 
 provide coherence in the text of the document.  
 
The purpose of these amendments is to integrate several 2016 legislative provisions which apply to 
all Incorporated associations, into our Constitution document which was last updated in 2014, so as 
to place all relevant provisions into a single document.  It is also an opportunity to clarify the 
eligibility for membership of U3A, which is based not on chronological age but on a stage in life for 
self actualisation after a full time working life.  
 
Please note that a quorum of at least 15 members is required at this meeting. 
 
A copy of the 2021 Revised Constitution with all proposed amendments printed in contrasting ink 
colour to the current  text will be available for inspection in hard copy at each Wednesday Talks 
venue prior to the special general meeting.  
 
Bushfire Stories -  presentation by Margaret Stratton on Wednesday 28th April  
 
The bushfires in New South Wales in 2019-2020 exceeded living memory 
in their extent and intensity, fuelled by a decade of drought and dry 
conditions, lightning strikes, high winds and high temperatures.  The 
fires which began in September 2019 were not finally extinguished until 
March 2020. The event is now colloquially known as Black Summer. 
 
The suggestion  for collecting  these bushfire stories came from 
Margaret Stratton, (then U3A South Coast Regional Representative) 
prompted by reading a letter in the Sydney Morning Herald which 
stressed the importance of allowing and encouraging those affected by 
disasters to express their thoughts and feelings about fear and loss 
experienced during the event.   Most of the stories are by south coast 
U3A members.   The cover picture is a painting by U3A member Jeanette 
Southam.   
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 SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS AND CLASSES DURING TERM 2                                                   
  held  at the  Thirroul Community Centre     

New members are welcome at all our groups -  social distancing may impose some limitations 
on attendances – contact the co-ordinator for information. Don’t forget to wear your 
membership badge! 
 
 
Arts Hub -  (Convenor - Ainslie Lamb, Ph: 4283 7818  email:ainslie2518@gmail.com) –  
2nd and 4th Tuesdays 11 – 12.30pm, Ocean Breeze Room.  The progam utilises quality DVDs 
on  subjects of art and artists, music and musicians, architecture and other genres of artistic 
endeavour.   
   
27th April -   12  Great Cities of Europe – aerial views of great architectural  features 
11th May  -  Shakespeare Uncovered – Hamlet 
25th May – Ten Canoes  
8th  June –   The original Three Tenors Concert  
 
 
Australasian/Pacific  Studies (Convenor  – Barbara Cranfield  (jbcran @ tpg.com,au)  

– 2nd and 4th Mondays, 1.30 – 3pm, now back in the Black Diamond Room. 
An opportunity to analyse and discuss aspects of history and culture in our region, usually 
two topics per session, led by individual members.   
 
 April 26th: 1. Australians Deserving of Greater Recognition - Pat and John Finn 
                    2. Australians Undeserving of Recognition - group contributions 
May 10th: 1. Vale Mungo MacCallum - Ron Browne  
                    2. Wollongong Council: My Time as Deputy Lord Mayor - Bill Barnetson 
May 24th: 1. New Zealand’s Rocket Lab - John Ryan 
                    2. Rachel Perkins Boyer Lecture 2019 (DVD) - Ainslie Lamb 
June 14th – Public Holiday, no class.  
 
Balance’n’Bones (Co-ordinator -   Helen Whelan. 0419 983 265   
                                                                email: helen@dispoiled.com). 
Gentle aerobic, balancing and stretching exercises for both men and women.  
Due to demand, two sessions will now be held weekly, but you may register and must 
remain in one class only.  Both classes now in the Excelsior Hall, limit 20 persons ; 
Mondays 9.30 – 10.30am and 11.00 – 12 noon. commencing  19th April, concluding 7th June 
(14th June public holiday- no classes) 
Wear light clothing, flat shoes, bring own weights if you have them, and water bottle.    
 

Book Clubs – meet Tuesdays 1.30- 3pm – all  limited to 12 persons. 

1st Tuesday – Classic Book Club - (Co-ordinator Beverley Walker –
(walkerbeverly975@gmail.com) – Ocean Breeze room, 4th May , 1st  June, 

2nd Tuesday Book Club -  (Co-ordinator Lyndall Dawson (lynfount40@gmail.com) 11th May, 
8th June , private home or Zoom 

3rd Tuesday Book Club, - ( Co-ordinator Helen Wilson   (heleniwilson@bigpond.com)  18th 
May , 15th June, Ocean Breeze Room. 
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Brain Games (Co-ordinator   Ainslie Lamb) – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays , 9.30 –11am,  
in the Ocean Breeze Room.  27th April,  11th and 25th May, 8th June . 
Attendance limit 20 persons 
A  variety of amusing puzzles, activities and creative challenges to stimulate  
different parts of the brain.  Bring clip board, paper, pencil and a sense of 
humour. 
 
Drawing  and Painting (Co-ordinator and tutor Jeanette Southam, Ph. 4285 1986) –  
2nd and 4th Mondays , 11am-1pm Escarpment  Room.  Attendance limit 16 persons. 
Unleash your creative talents for visual expression or just for the joy of it.  
Term 1 dates – 26th April, 10th and 24th May, 7th June. 
 

The Current Affairs group meets on the first and third Monday at 1.30 pm in the Ocean 
Breeze Room.  A theme is discussed for the first 30 minutes and then 30 minutes is devoted 
each  to domestic affairs and  to International Affairs, not necessarily in that order.              
All are invited to attend to listen participate or both.  

Term 2  dates – 19th April, 3rd and 17th May, 7th June 

For further information contact  Convenor  Wolfgang Kullik (wolfandtricia@gmail.com)  or 
the deputy convenor Ann Brown (annbrown.bristol@gmail.com).   

 
U3A Northern Illawarra Film Society – film appreciation group.  
Weekly Wednesdays, 12.30 – 3.00pm in the Excelsior Hall,  Leader Rick Thompson.  
Commences 21st April,  concludes  16th June - See  p. 8  for Term 2  program.   
 
 
Italian Conversation (Convenor  - Freda Turner, Tutors Pina MacPherson and Laura Honner) 
– Venerdi (Fridays)  during term, commencing 23rd April and concluding 18th June 
 9.30 -11.00am in the Ocean Breeze Room.  Open to anyone with some experience in Italian. 
Philosophy Forum (Convenor Roy Tang; Email:  rtang@hotmail.com) –                                
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 9.30 – 11.00am in the Ocean Breeze Room.  
20th April -  Which of your BELIEFS ARE JUSTIFIED and which ones aren't ? 

4th May - Is it better for a person to have a BROAD KNOWLEDGE BASE OR A  DEEP 
KNOWLEDGE BASE? 

18th May - What makes a person CONSERVATIVE OR LIBERAL? 

1st June What percentage of your life do you feel TRULY ALIVE? When do you feel that way? 
How can you feel that way more often? 
15th June – TBA 
 
 
Reading Aloud   (Co-ordinator Ainslie Lamb) , 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 11am – 12.30pm, in the 
Ocean Breeze Room.   Attendance limit 16 persons. 
Term 2  dates –20th April, 4th and 18th May, 1st and 15th June. 
 Reading aloud to others is a great way of sharing plays, books and short stories, and an 
opportunity to listen and reflect on other times, other viewpoints, other possibilities.   
The convenor initiates the program, but participants also have the opportunity to share a 
wide  range of readings – humour, poetry, stories, philosophy, and whatever else takes our 
members’ fancy.  Non-readers are warmly invited as listeners. 
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Water Colour Painting – (Convenor and tutor – Christina Slon. Ph: 4267 3696) 
First and Third Mondays, 11.00am to 12.30pm, in the Escarpment Room,  
Term 2 dates -  19th April, 3rd and 17th May, 7th June  
 
 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS HELD AT OTHER LOCATIONS 
 

 
Lawrence Hargrave U3A Stanwell Park 
1A Railway Crescent, Stanwell Park, Hillcrest House, behind Kennett Home and Hillcrest 
Village. Mondays 9.30 am to 12.30pm. The first Session begins at 9.30am and the second 
Session begins at 11am after Morning Tea.  The second session is usually Music Appreciation.  

For further information contact Jenny on 4294 3475 or 0406 350 025 

 

19th April Coal Mining in our Water Catchment 
Area 

Ann Brown 

26th April Anzac Day” postcards, Shell Shock, War 
Poems  

Jenny Lee-Robins 

3rd May Seeking Satori: A Pilgrimage in Japan Jan Brown 

10th May  Perceptions of Arthur Phillip and 
Lachlan Macquarie in a Contemporary 
Cancel Culture  

Kerrie Christian 

17th May  My Family in British History David Christian 

24th May  The Uluru Statement from the Heart –
whose Time Has Come 

Jenny Lee-Robins 

31st May  Portugal and Spain Jim Powell 

7th June Covid Censorship – Pros and Cons  Dr Brian Martin 

14th June  Public Holiday – no class  

21st June  Matthew Flinders  Jacqu Brough 
 
 
Illawarra U3A Choir (Convenor Margaret Stratton, Musical Director Yvonne McColl) -  
practices in Room 1-2 , close to the car park at the Wollongong Conservatorium of Music, 
Glenifer Brae, Murphy’s Avenue, Keiraville, from 1 – 3pm on Tuesdays –  resuming  20th April 
and concluding 16th June . Attendance  limit 30 persons.  
             
Table Tennis – (Coordinator  Terry Newnham, terrynewham@bigpond.com) – weekly on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 am – 12pm at the Senior Citizens Hall, 8 Hospital Road, Bulli, 
commencing 20th April .  All gear (bats, table tennis balls etc) is provided, but players should 
wear appropriate footwear and bring a water bottle.  Play for fun and fitness.  
Attendance limit – 20 persons. 
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  U3A NORTHERN ILLAWARRA FILM SOCIETY – TERM 2, 2021 
 
Venue - Excelsior Hall, Thirroul Library and Community Centre, 12.30 - 3.30 each Wednesday during 
term commencing 21st April and concluding 16th June.   Co-ordinator and Leader -  Rick Thompson.   
 
These sessions are about discussing the film(s), not simply watching them.  A discussion follows each 
screening.  Short films or excerpts may accompany some programs.  Those films marked * will be 
screened with  subtitles for the hard of hearing. 
 
April  21  Quartet, UK, 2012,  98 mins 
At a home for retired performers, the preparations for the annual concert to celebrate the birthday 
of opera-composer Giuseppe Verdi,  are disrupted by the arrival of an operatic diva. The cast includes 
veteran British performers Maggie Smith, Tom Courteney, Billy Connolly, Michael Gambon and 
Pauline Collins.  Directed by Dustin Hoffman. 
 
April  28  The Scarlet Empress , USA, 1934, 104 mins   
Directed by Josef von Sternberg. With Marlene Dietrich, John Lodge. Sternberg's  wry and busy 
development of a spoiled minor princess who breaks into the top level: she marries well and 
becomes Catherine the Great: then things become very stylish and complex, 
 
May 5  Cleo From 5 To 7, France, 1962, 90 mins 
Directed by Agnes Varda. With Corinella March and Antoine Bourseiller.  In Varda's 1960's Paris,  
 we follow a singer awaiting biopsy results , wandering through different urban situations. 
 
May 12  Women Of The Night,  Japan, 1948, 74 mins 
Directed by Kenji Mizoguchi.  With KinuyoTanaka, San Takasugi. Classic filmaker Mizoguchi tries 
normalise as he makes one of the most emotional and busy of his films: postwar, two sisters descend 
into prostitution and chaos..... 
 
Responding to members' requests we have a short series of films focussing on some of the female film 
directors who have made an impact on the cinema. 
 
May 19  The Ocean Waif, USA, 1916, 41 mins 
Directed by Alice Guy- Blache. With Doris Kenyon, Carlyle Blackwell. Guy-Blache is regarded as the 
first female film director. The film is a romance giving equal time to both lovers as they deal with 
various challenges. 
                                                              and 
49-17, USA, 1917, 63 mins 
 Directed by Ruth Ann Baldwin.  Witty Western parody about a rich man who hires a theatre troupe 
to re-enact (sort of) his past. 
 
May 26 The Bigamist, USA, 1953, 79 mins 
Directed by Ida Lupino. With Lupino, Joan Fontaine, Edmund O'Brien.  On a tour bus , O'Brien sits 
next to Lupino: soon they are wed. He and his other wife (Joan Fontaine) back home are trying to 
adopt a child: to do so, their lives must be approved. He struggles to protect both women... 
 
June 2  Dance, Girl, Dance,  USA, 1940, 89 MINS 
Directed by Dorothy Arzner. With Maureen O'Hara, Louis Hayward, Lucille Ball.. Two professional 
dancers. Judy suffers for her art (ballet), while friend Bubbles prefers burlesque. Very lively comedy. 
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June 9     Selma, USA, 2014, 122 mins 
Directed by Ava  Duvernay. Based on the 1965 Selma to Montgomery voting rights  marches. Fine 
performances by David 0yelowo (Martin Luther King) and Tom Wilkinson ( President Johnson). The 
film was nominated for best picture at the 87th Academy Awards and was not without controversy, 
mainly due to the portrayal of President Johnson. In her defence Duvernay  stated, 
  "I'm not a historian.  I am a story teller ". 
 
June 16     Lost In Translation, 2003,  USA, 104mins    Bill Murray and Scarlett Johansson 
Written and directed by Sofia Coppola. Fading actor Murray  befriends college graduate, Johansson, 
in Tokyo. Both characters experience loneliness and alienation. Beautiful performances by both 
actors. Sensitive writing by the director. 
 __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IPAC - Merrigong Theatre Co. - there are several members who regularly attend the Saturday 1.30 
pm matinee sessions of the Merrigong Theatre productions at the IPAC in Burelli Street, Wollongong, 
then meet up after the show to discuss the play over coffee.  
Upcoming shows are –  15th May – Grace Under Pressure     
                                            22nd May – Shaun The Sheep’s Circus Show    
 
Heart Foundation Walking Group –The Sandpipers walking group meet at Sandon Point carpark at 
the end of Point Street Bulli on Thursdays . Between April and November meet at  8.40  am for 9.00 
am start. The walk takes approx. 1 hour, about 4km return walk to Bridge at Woonona where we 
attempt to spot any local wildlife. Walk so you can talk. Dogs on leashes welcome.   
The group go for coffee on the last Thursday walk of the month. There are occasional lunches 
through the year and a walk in another location.  
Wear comfortable clothes and walking shoes, wear a hat and bring a bottle of water.   
 Please contact Lindsay Margaret 0404 339 508 for further information.  

Need help with digital technology?   

In 2021, Living Connected will continue to deliver a free service helping seniors to up-skill their use of 
digital technology.  Our team of mentors guides people to use mobile phones, tablets and laptops 
and get online. Free drop-in sessions are held at Woonona-Bulli RSL on Thursdays 3.00-4.30pm. If you 
need help and would like to attend our Thursday session, please call  Sue Rejske on 0468 413 599 

Computer Lessons -  Bulli Seniors Citizens provides friendly computer lessons for Seniors and 
beginners – word processing, photo organisation and editing; using the internet and emailing.,     
using Windows PCs.  Lessons are held at the Bulli Seniors Hall in Hospital Road Bulli on Tuesday or 
Thursday.   Costs start from $10.00 per class (group lesson format).                                                                               
ENQUIRIES:  Peter McInnes 42850136    or     0432330093   Email:   petermcinnes@hotmail.com      
Find us on Facebook -  Bulli Computer and Photographic Group. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Brain Teaser -  What do these abbreviations stand for ?   
      [eg.  52 C in a P =  52 cards in a pack]   Answers on p. 10 
 
1.  3 M in a B (book title)             2.  24 H to T (song title)                  3.    26 L of the A 
4.  39 B in the OT                           5.  4B – JPG and R                           6.    11 P in a CP 
7.   88 K on a P       8.  7 W of the AW                           9.    18  H on a GC 
10.  29 D in F in a LY                     11.  76  T in the BP                         12.   3  BM(SHTR) 
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National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all 
Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and 
achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to 
achieving reconciliation in Australia.    The dates for NRW remain 
the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These dates 
commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation 
journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High Court 
Mabo decision respectively. Reconciliation must live in the 
hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, 
creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships 
between the wider Australian community, and Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

 
 
The Story of Mount Keira and the Five Islands 

According to the Alcheringa, the dreaming of the local 
Aboriginal peoples [the Wadi Wadi]  Mount Keira is 
Geera, the daughter of Oola-boola-woo, the West Wind.  

The story of the creation of Mount Keira is tied to the 
creation of the Five Islands, which sit just off the 
Wollongong coast.  

In the story, Oola-boola-woo had six daughters, Mimosa, Wilga, Lilli Pilli, Wattle, Clematis and Geera. 
They lived a-top the Illawarra escarpment, and one by one the first five children misbehaved, raising 
the ire of Oola-boola-woo, who cast them and the stone beneath them out to sea, forming the Five 
Islands.  

Geera, who was now the only child left on their escarpment home, had no one to play with and no 
one to talk to as her father was often away. Geera spent all day sitting, hunched over and watching 
the camps of the local Aboriginals and looking out to sea to her five sisters.  

Eventually, she turned to stone, dust and leaves building up around her until she became a part of 
the escarpment. She is known today as Mount Keira. 

Mount Keira has been recognised as one of the most significant educational resources and teaching 
sites to the Dharawal people of the Illawarra region, and has been described as the Uluru of the 
Illawarra, due to its deep cultural significance. 
 
[ Source: Illawarra Aborigines -- An Introductory History. Michael K. Organ and  Carol  Speechley,  
University of Wollongong] 
 

 
Answers to Brain Teaser – 
1.  Three Men in A Boat 2. 24 Hours to Tulsa        3.    26 Letters of the Alphabet 
4. 39 Books in the Old Testament    5. 4 Beatles – John, Paul, George and Ringo 
6. 11 players in a cricket team    7.  88 keys on a piano    8.  7 Wonders of the Ancient World 
9. 18 Holes on a Golf Course     10.  29 days in February in a leap year.  
11. 76 trombones in the big parade    12. Three blind mice (see how they run) 
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AUSTRALIAN   ENCOUNTERS -  ‘BANJO’ PATERSON and RUDYARD KIPLING  
 From  Australian Encounters by Shane Maloney and Chris Grosz, Black Inc, 2010 
 
In March 1900, in Bloemfontein, in the Orange Free State, Andrew ‘Banjo’ Paterson attended a 
dinner hosted by the commander of British forces occupying the town. The 36-year-old Sydney 
solicitor and poet was in South Africa to cover Australia’s contribution to the stoush against the 
upstart Boers and he found himself seated beside the greatest literary celebrity of the Empire, the 
laureate of imperialism himself, Rudyard  Kipling. 
 
Kipling was not unaware of his dining companion’s accomplishments. ‘The Man from Snowy River’ 
and ‘Clancy of the Overflow’ had made Paterson a national figure in Australia and the cantering 
cadences of his verse had much in common with Kipling’s own galumphing style. 
 
Paterson found Kipling “ a little, squat-figured, sturdy man of about 40”, a nervous, energetic gabbler 
with a tendency to Americanisms, a result of his long residence in Vermont. At first they talked books 
and newspapers, then politics. Kipling couldn’t understand why there were so many radicals in 
Australia.  Paterson “didn’t feel equal to enlightening him”.  Kipling thought that Australians should 
stay on after the war to keep the Boers in line. Paterson didn’t think the country worth fighting over 
– water was short and Cecil Rhodes had snaffled the best land. 
 
A year later, Paterson called upon Kipling at his home in Sussex. Fancying himself a motoring 
correspondent, Kipling had just taken delivery of one of the newly invented machines, a Lanchester. 
Piling into the car, the two men hurtled about the South Downs like a scene from The Wind in the 
Willows, taking in views of the sea  and raising a trail of leaves.  
 
Pulling up at a butcher’s shop, Kipling pointed to a lamb carcase in the window and asked Paterson to 
guess its weight.  Bush born and raised, Paterson was only two pounds off the mark. Astonished, 
Kipling told the butcher  to henceforth “buy all the Australian lamb you can get, and keep the money 
in the Empire”.  The butcher reckoned his customers were not much interested in the Empire, a 
sentiment seconded more politely by Paterson with the suggestion that Australians, likewise, “would 
always put Australia first.” 
 
Kipling’s blustering certainties were cruelly punctured in 1915, when his son John was killed at the 
Battle of Loos six weeks after his eighteenth birthday. “If any question why we died,” he later wrote,” 
tell them, because our fathers lied.”    The Banjo signed up, too, although past 50. He drove an 
ambulance and looked after the horses. He died in 1941, and his ghost may be heard as you pass by 
the Northern Suburbs Memorial Gardens in North Ryde. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Management Committee 2021 -  Contact Details  
 
President -  Ainslie Lamb  Ph:  4283 7818 (ainslie2518@gmail.com) 
                 
Vice-President – Operations -  Judy Bull - Ph 4267 2417  
 
Vice-President – Development – Sue Rejske   Ph: 4285 9002 
 
Treasurer – Judy Ireland – Ph: 0403 618 882 
 
Secretary –  Position vacant   
Address correspondence to:  

The Secretary, U3A Northern Illawarra, PO Box 849 Thirroul NSW 2515 
 

Publicity Officer:    Therese Jordan (0413 218 957) 
Committee members 
  Bill Barnetson  (0420243 404) 
  Judy Gibbs  (4284 4705) 
  Peter Gibbs                       ( 4284 4705) 
               Tricia Kullik     ( 0405 768 642) 
                             Patrick Heaven   ( 0448 061 951) 
                Margaret Stratton  ( 0411 526 899) 
 
Minute Secretary – Ireena Hardy  
 
Wednesday Talks Co-ordination -     Patrick Heaven (patrickcheaven@gmail.com) 
           Judy Gibbs, Triica Kullik 
 
Audio Visual facilities (TCC) – Alan Taylor  (4283 4587)   Peter Gibbs ( 4284 4705) 
 
Welfare Officer and Safety Officer : Margaret Stratton    (0411 526 899) 
 
Newsletter Editor - Ainslie Lamb  ( 4283 7818 )   Associate editor – Ron Browne 
 
Public Officer : Peter Gibbs, 141/201 Pioneer Road, Fairy Meadow NSW 2519 
 
Website:  www.northernillawarra.u3anet.org.au        Web administrator –   Peter Gibbs 
 
The Newsletter of the U3A of the Northern Illawarra is produced several  times a year, providing  
advance notice of courses, speakers and topics, and other activities for each Term. 
The Newsletter can also be accessed on www.northernillawarra.u3anet.org.au 

 
If you prefer to have your Newsletter posted to you, hand or send a stamped self-addressed 
envelope  marked “U3A Newsletter” to Ainslie Lamb, 12 Station Street, Corrimal 2518. 

   
Deadline for contributions to Term 2 newsletter –Friday 4th June 2021  
 
 
What’s the difference between a cat and a comma? 
A cat has claws at the end of its paws, a comma is a pause at the end  of a  clause. 
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