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U3A Northern Illawarra Inc 
        
   A Bridge to Learning 
 

   
Newsletter No. 86      Editor: Ainslie Lamb               November, 2020 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
President’s message 

 
2020 is coming to an end, and we look forward to a better year in 2021. 
 
Thankyou to our committee members, course co-ordinators and tutors,  and ‘cheer 
leaders’ who contributed to ensuring that U3A continued to function throughout 
the year.   You’ve kept our U3A functioning well, in the circumstances. 
 
We were unable to have our usual Christmas Party this year, but thankyou also to those members who 
brought gifts for the annual Wesley Christmas tree for disadvantaged families.   
 
Contuinue to keep safe over the summer break, and stay connected. 
 
Ainslie.  
 
Wishing everyone a happy,  
healthy and safe Christmas Season  
with family and friends and  
a great New Year for 2021. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Congratulations to those U3A members who were 
presented at the Annual General Meeting with 
certificates commemorating  their continous 
membership of our U3A for 15 years -     Judy Bull,  
Lee Dunstone, Simon Dunstone, Joan Fleming, 
Elizabeth Gray, John Martin and Margaret Martin 
 
President Ainslie presenting 15 Year certificates to 
Margaret, John, Joan and Judy.  
 

 

 
2021 U3A NSW STATE CONFERENCE – 11-12 April 2021 
      Hosted by Wagga Wagga  U3A  Theme :Reigniting the Spirit. 
                     Full details will be available early next year. 
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Your 2021 Committee, elected at the AGM 
 

President         Ainslie Lamb  (ainslie2518@gmail.com) 
Vice-President, Operations       Judy Bull  (judy.bull@bigpond,com) 
Vice-President, Development          Sue Rejske (srejske46@optusnet.com) 
Treasurer                                          Judy Ireland (irelandjudy@hotmail.com) 
Secretary                                          Pamela Barnes (pamela4265@hotmail.com) 
 
Committee members:    Bill Barnetson, Judy Gibbs, Peter Gibbs, Therese Jordan,  Patrick Heaven, 
Tricia Kullik, Margaret Stratton. 
 
Therese has since been  appointed  by the Committee as Publicity Officer 
Peter continues as Web Administrator and Public Officer. 
Patrick, Judy G and Tricia will co-ordinate the Wednesday Talks program. 
Margaret continues as Welfare and Safety Officer.  
 
 
What’s happening over the summer break? 
 
Sandpipers Walking Group – Yes, those walkers just keep going, stopping only for Christmas. Last 
walk and coffee of the year is on Thursday  17th December,  then back on Thursday 31st December. In 
December the Sandpipers walk meets at 8.15 for 8.30 start, until the end of  March.  I  look forward to 
seeing you there.  Lindsay Margaret, Sandpipers Walking Group organizer (0404 339 508) 
 
Table Tennis - The group expects to continue playing over the break at 10  -12 noon on  Tuesdays  
and Thursdays.  However, if not already a member of the Bulli Seniors Centre, a player would need to 
join the centre.  Annual sub is $10.  Note that the hall at 8 Hospital Rd., Bulli, is air conditioned. 
For further information contact John Ryan ( jj_ryan@bigpond.com 
 
Current Affairs -  will be meeting at Bulli Seniors Centre, 8 Hospital Road Bulli , 1.30 to 3.00pm on 
the following dates:   November 30th , December 14th, January 18th, February 1st . 
The cost is $10 for one year membership with the Bulli Senior Citizens Club, plus a gold coin at every 
meeting for every attendee to cover cleaning and electricity. 
For further information, contact Wolfgang Kullik (wolfandtricia@gmail.com) 
 
Our Zoom subscription is available until April 2021: If any group would like to continue meeting 
over the break via Zoom, they are welcome to do so: contact Sue (sresjke46@optusnet.com.au) if you 
wish to access the subscription.  
 
Casual Coffee -  Wednesdays December 9th and 16th, January 13th and 20th , 11am at Martin’s Place 
Thirroul, for anyone who’d like to meet and chat. 

Term Dates 2021 – note them in your diaries now 

Term 1 – commences Wednesday 27th  January, concludes Friday 26th March. 

.Term 2 – commences Monday 19 th April, concludes Friday 25th June.   [Note that Monday 14th June 
is Queen’s Birthday Holiday – no classes.]                                 

Term 3 – commences Monday 12th   July, concludes Friday 10th   September.                          

Term 4    commences Monday 5 th October, concludes Friday 26th  November. 
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        What’s happening in Term 1, 2021 
 

Wednesday program:   Term 1 commences on Wednesday 27th  January 2021,  at the Woonona-
Bulli RSL Club, 455 Princes Hwy Bulli , 10.00 – 11.00am. 
 
Information session – update of Term 1 program arrangements 
Guest Speaker -  Bill Barnetson,  Chernobyl: The biggest man-made disaster in the history of mankind..   
 
As we will be meeting here throughout the term,  members are encouraged to also become members of 
the RSL Club, which will make it easier to register your attendance (and also get a discount on Club 
food and coffee prices).  
 
U3A Film Society – commences Wednesday 27th January, in the Excelsior Hall, Thirroul 
Community Centre, 12.30  - 3.00pm. COViD attendance limit – 20 persons 

Newsfront .   (Australia, 1978, 110 mins.)  Directed by Phillip Noyce. With Bill Hunter, 
Bryan Brown, Wendy Hughes. Follows a group of newsreel filmmakers as they pursue events 
of the new Australian nation. Well-entrenched in this pursuit, complications arise with the 
arrival  of a new rival: television. Winner of 8 Australian Film Institute Awards. 
 

Balance’n’Bones -  will recommence in the Excelsior Hall on Monday 1st February.  Demand for 
this program exceeds the COViD attendance limitation of 20 persons , so it is proposed to offer the 
program at 9.30- 10.30, and again at 11.00 to 12.00.  If you wish to attend either session, you must 
pre-register with Helen Whelan (helen @dispoiled.com). 
 
Special Interest Groups courses 2021 – At this stage, the following groups are expected to continue 
at the same times and locations as  they have been in the past two terms of 2020, subject to the same 
COViD attendance limitations -  Stanwell Park, Arts Hub, Australian Studies, Book Clubs, Brain 
Games, Drawing and Painting, Current Affairs, Philosophy Forum, Reading Aloud.   Some groups 
may continue with Zoom.  Groups will commence in the week of 1st or 8th February, as appropriate. 
Full details will appear in the next (January) newsletter. 
 

Membership Subscriptions 2021 

In recognition of the reduced program that our U3A could deliver in 2020, the Committee has decided 
to extend all current 2020 memberships to the end of Term 2, 2021, without further payment.    
 
If you paid the full fee for 2020, or joined and paid for the second half of the year, you are a current 
member  and will remain financial until June 30th 2021 without further payment.  However, you will 
then need to .renew your membership (and pay the final 6 months fee of $25), 
 
If you paid the first instalment of $25 for 2020 but did not pay the second instalment due in July 2020, 
your membership has lapsed, and if you wish to resume membership in 2021 you will need to pay  
fees from January 2021.     
 
Note that in future, fees may be paid in cash or by direct deposit, but cheques will not be able to be 
accepted.  Further details about membership will appear in the next (January) newsletter. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What’s the difference between a well-dressed man on a bike and a poorly dressed man on a unicycle?    
Attire. 
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Corrimal  Coke Works  Redevelopment 
Update 
 
From the Corrimal Community Action Group 
 
The proposal for redevelopment has been 
reduced from 750 to 550 dwellings, and a 4 
storey height limit.   Despite the restrictions to 
height and size of the proposed development 
imposed by the 26 October Council meeting, 
there are still very real concerns that have not 
been addressed by the Council Determination 
or Planning Proposal. Some of these are: 
  
 Traffic generated by 550 residences will 

still be too great a load for Railway and 
surrounding streets to absorb (despite what 
the Traffic Study says) 

 Failure to provide multiple access 
points for the site 

 Inappropriateness of destruction of the 
Illawarra Grassy Woodland to make way 
for the only access point, off Railway 
Street 

 Failure to acknowledge the inadequacy of 
the current rail service to justify such a 
large development 

 Absolute necessity to have an Aboriginal 
Site Officer present during any excavation 
at the site (given what happened at Sandon 
Point) 

 Concerns re moving a creek, and the 
potential exacerbation of flooding 
downstream of the site 

 Failure to provide Environmental 
Protection zoning for Endangered 
Ecological Communities 

 Contamination that will be unearthed, and 
possibly spread, when the bulldozers move 
in 

 No mention of roof-top solar with on-site 
storage, or rainwater collection in the plan 

 The precedent this development will set 
for future developments 

 Failure to acknowledge the cumulative 
impact of all developments in our suburbs. 

 _____________________________________ 
 
An Englishman, an Irishman and a Scotsman 
walk into a bar. “Hang on, “says the barman, 
“Is this a joke?” 
 
 

Is Your Computer Listening? 

 

- Hello! Gordon's pizza? 

-  No sir, this is Google's pizza.  

- Sorry, I must have dialled a wrong number. 

- No sir, Google bought out Gordon's Pizza a 
short while ago. 
- OK. Take my order please. 
- OK sir, would you like your usual?  
- The usual? You know me? 
- According to our caller-ID database, your 
last 12 orders were for pizza with cheese and 
sausage toppings, thick crust and crisp. 
- OK! That's it. 
- May I suggest this time you add ricotta, 
arugula with dry tomato toppings? 
- What? I hate vegetables. 
- Your cholesterol is not good, sir. 
- How do you know that? 
- We cross-matched your phone number with 
your name and your online medical portal. We 
have the result of your blood tests for the past 
7 years. 
- Okay, but I do not want those toppings, I 
already take medicine. 
- Excuse me, but you have not taken your 
medicine regularly. We can see from our 
database, 4 months ago, you only purchased a 
box with 30 cholesterol  tablets at CVS  
- I bought more from another pharmacy. 
- Such a transaction is not showing in your 
credit card account. 
- I paid in cash. 
- But you did not withdraw that much cash 
according to your recent bank statement. 
- I have another source of cash. 
- That is not showing as per your latest tax 
return unless you obtained it from an 
undeclared income  source. 
-What the !!!. 
- I'm sorry, sir, we use such information only 
with the intention of helping you. 
- Enough! I'm sick of Google, Facebook, 
Twitter,  WhatsApp. I'm going to an Island 
without internet, cable TV, where there is no 
cell phone service and no one to spy on me. 
- I understand sir, but you'll need to renew 
your  passport first as it expired 6 weeks ago! 
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PUBLIC ART – THIRROUL COMMUNITY CENTRE & LIBRARY 
 
There are four public art projects included in the exterior areas of our Community Centre which were 
developed during the building of the Centre in  2008/9, despite several weeks of wet weather : 
 

 the Storyline Pavement (by Celeste Coucke) 
 the Timber Terrace Seats (by Ana Pollak) 
 the Street Banners (by Greer Taylor); and 
 the Stormwater Grates (by Kim Williams). 

 
According to Celeste Coucke ( in the introduction to the booklet produced by the Wollongong City 
Council about the public art at the Centre), these projects have an overall integration and an holistic 
connection.  
 
The Storyline Pavement is a physical connection between the front entrance to the Centre and the back 
entrance from the car park – it was hoped that the path would engender pride in the physical 
surroundings of the TCC. The pathway is based on handmade stoneware molluscs which represent 
common species of local fossils ( drawn by students from Thirroul and Scarborough public schools) 
and a “global warming: coloured mosaic”.  
 
The storyline reflects movement of water through the site and is a projection of the creek which runs 
directly under the pathway.  It’s design includes a time line starting 600 million years ago. The link 
with the local coal industry is represented by the children’s drawings of a light bulb and a computer, 
symbolic of our heavy dependence on coal generated electricity.  
 
The crafting of the Timber Terrace Seats – three in all - used local stories from the life of the Thirroul 
community. The stories were provided by Mark O’Donnell, an environmental scientist, Don Gray, a 
local elder and former coal miner and Dootch Kennedy of the Sandon Point Tent Embassy. The timber 
was sourced from a fallen mahogany tree near Lake Conjola. The black mosaics inlaid in the benches 
were made to be the colour of coal and the drawings were, once again, made by local school students. 
It took over 400 hours to make the benches for the terrace. They were totally crafted by hand to ensure 
an irregular and lively surface in contrast to the regularity and blandness of mechanical work. The 
carvings of each bench represent a narrative – one is the Dharawak concept of time where the past, 
present and future are one; another is the process of coal being formed and the other, the mining of 
coal over many years – the economic life blood of the surrounding suburbs. 
 
The four Street Banners poles were conceived to create a vibrant and colourful welcome to the Centre 
– the four banner poles have eight different faces.  Each banner celebrates a significant feature of the 
area …from the environment to community to history: rainforest, trees, escarpment, coal, mining,  
transport, railway, sea, surf, sand and meeting-place.  The themes of the eight banners are – our 
community; Aboriginality; forests; travelling; water; water creatures; sea and sky; and coal and fossils.  
 
The Stormwater Grates were the result of an invitation for people to submit designs for four grates, 
part of the process conducted by Wollongong City Council to commission artists to work on various 
public art elements for the new centre. Council provided clear design parameters for people submitting 
proposals and the central theme for the completed project was for the winning entries to represent a 
ripple effect – a metaphor for moments in history. The chosen designs then required engineers to set 
about laser cutting and welding steel sheets to produce the final product. 
 
The descriptions of the projects have been adapted from the booklet, Thirroul District Community 
Centre & Library Public Art Projects 2009, published by Wollongong City Council, copies of which are 
available from the Centre office.  
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U3A NRTHERN ILLAWARRA Inc 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 
 
This has been a year like no other. With the COViD pandemic foremost  in our minds, it is easy to 
forget that our operating year spans October through to September, and as such this year has fallen 
into two parts – pre-COViD and In The Time of COViD.  It is a tribute to our program co-ordinators,  
committee members and other volunteers that our U3A has maintained its momentum throughout the 
entire year, and at the outset I thank them all  
 
Our membership numbers for the year amounted to 212, a slight drop from last year, but  we even 
gained a few in recent months as some Wollongong U3A members joined in some of our activities.   
 
In the pre-COVid months,  our program of Wednesday talks and Special Interest Group activities 
continued strongly.  The year ended with the traditional Christmas party, for which I thank all who 
contributed with performances, the provision of lunch, and the contribution to the Wesley Giving 
Tree.   
 
The new year 2020 began promisingly.  In February, we held the Great Debate against students of 
Bulli High School, on the topic “It’s a Great Thing to Live in the Digital Age”, adjudicated by the 
Lord Mayor, Cr. Gordon Bradbery AM. This year our team of  John Ryan, Tamara Jero and Elsa Story 
was successful.  In Seniors Week, our Trivia team also won the annual U3A trivia competition hosted 
by the Shellharbour City Council.  
 
But about this time, the COViD19 pandemic  began, and on 11th March we were obliged to cancel all 
of our programs, as the venues were closed.  However, U3A people are nothing if not resilient, and 
while we could not meet in person, several of our small groups began to find ways of  getting together.  
We invested in a subscription for Zoom, and the book clubs, the art group, the film group and Italian 
conversation soon began meeting via Zoom. Brain Games was conducted fortnightly for several weeks 
via email.  Some members kept in regular contact with others who lived alone to ensure they were OK. 
The newsletter was sent out by email (and posted to a small number not on email) at fortnightly 
intervals to enable members to stay connected.   By Term 3, restrictions were eased so that several 
small groups could meet again, and table tennis and Balance and Bones resumed, albeit with restricted 
numbers to comply with social distancing rules.  Finally in Term 4, we have been able to resume  the 
Wednesday talks program, and indeed to hold our AGM in person.   
 
We have been able to maintain our U3A activities thanks to the willingness and efforts of our 
members, and I thank them all sincerely: Judy Bull who is our  liaison person with the Thirroul 
Community Centre, and Sue Resjke, who prepared our COViD Management Plan.  Judy Ireland, our 
Treasurer.   Patrick Heaven,  Judy Gibbs, Tricia Kullik and Jill Merrin who both pre-COViD and 
currently have organised our Wednesday program, and all of our Special Interest Group convenors. 
 
Apart from our programs there are always people who voluntarily support our activities. Allan Taylor 
and Peter Gibbs operating the technical equipment in the Hall,  Gill Evans and Elizabeth Reid 
organising the morning tea on Wednesdays; Dorn Lowrey running the monthly bookstall; Roy Tang 
cleaning up after morning tea; Pamela Barnes as minute secretary.  Peter has also maintained our 
website.  
 
Sue Resjke, as Vice-President Development , has been working on an analysis of our membership 
profile, and our SWOT – strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportunities – with a view to planning 
for the future, when there is a clear and safe path out of the pandemic conditions.  
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Margaret Stratton, whose contributions to the committee and our U3A are manifold, has also served as 
the South Coast regional representative on the State Network Committee, and so has kept us in touch 
with our neighbouring U3As, to mutual advantage. 
 
There will be some changes in the incoming committee. But first and foremost, I want to thank Joan 
Fleming for her contributions as a committee member in various positions over several years, Joan has 
been a stalwart of the U3A , as a co-ordinator of Wednesday talks, organiser of excursions, publicity 
officer,  and organiser of such events as the annual trivia night and the Christmas giving tree.  While 
she is retiring from the committee this year, she will continue to maintain the Facebook page and the 
scrap book.  Thankyou Joan for all that you have done and continue to do.   
 
Thank you also to Jill Merrin, who has retired from the Committee, and to Peter who has retired as 
Secretary after 5 years in that position, although he  will remain on the committee.   
 
In recognition of the reduced program that our U3A could deliver in 2020, the Committee has decided 
to extend all current 2020 memberships to the end of Term 2, 2021, without further payment.   
Hopefully, our programs will by then be back to “normal”,  and members will then be able to renew 
for the remainder of the year for $25. 
 
We are unable to complete the year with our usual Wednesday Christmas party, but I expect that many 
of you will get together to celebrate the  spirit of community that is U3A and we look forward to a 
more normal year of activity in 2021.   
 
Ainslie Lamb, President,  on behalf of the Committee of Management 
 
 
    TREASURER’S  REPORT 
 
 
This report covers the financial year 1 October 2019 to 30 September 2020. 
 
The balance at IMB on 30 September 2020 is $25,269.24. 
Unpresented cheques of $680.49 and unbanked deposits of $75 gives us a true balance of $24,663.75 
at the end of our financial year. Therefore our operating profit for the year is $3,568.61. 
 
We received a Seniors Festival grant of $780 from to hold the successful Seniors Week Debate, 
challenging the  team from Bulli High School. 
 
We purchased new table tennis bats, paid U3A Network membership fees, copyright licence fees, 
public liability insurance, etc, [and other miscellaneous expenses too numerous to itemise here.] Also, 
in this very different year, we purchased a Zoom subscription, hand sanitiser and funds for printing 
and posting our newsletter, which was much needed and much appreciated during this difficult time. 
 
Because our Wednesday meetings were cancelled for most of the year we have lower figures for 
morning teas and book sales, but also for room rental. Also, due to COViD we were forced to cancel 
our usually profitable and very enjoyable Trivia Night. 
 
Membership 
Our membership status is currently 212 which is a slight reduction on last year, and we have 
welcomed 20 new members in recent weeks. 
 
I look forward to a return to some type of normality in the coming year, but thank sincerely those 
members who kept the wheels in motion and kept us all in contact during this difficult year. 
 
Judy Ireland   Treasurer, U3A Northern Illawarra 
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THE STRANGE TIME TRAVELLING TALE OF THE  SS WARRIMOO 
 
The passenger steamer SS Warrimoo was quietly knifing its way through the waters of the mid Pacific 
on its way from Vancouver to Australia. The navigator had just finished working out a star fix and 
brought Captain John Phillips the result.  The Warrimoo’s position was LAT o°31’N and LONG 
179°30’W. The date was 31st December 1899. “Know what this means?” First Mate Payton broke in, 
“We’re only a few miles from the intersection of the Equator and the International Date Line.” 
 
Captain Phillips was prankish enough to take full advantage of the opportunity for achieving the 
navigational freak of a lifetime. He called his navigators to the bridge to check and double check the 
ship’s position. He changed course slightly so as to bear directly on his mark. Then he adjusted the 
engine speed. The calm weather and clear night worked in his favour. At midnight, the SS Warrimoo 
lay on the equator exactly at  point where it crossed the International Date Line! The consequences of 
this bizarre position were many: the   forward part (bow) of 
the Warrimoo  was in the Southern Hemisphere and in the 
middle of  summer. The stern was in the Northern 
Hemisphere and in the middle of winter.  The date in the aft 
part of the ship was 31st December 1899 while in  the  
forward part the date was 1st January 1900. 
 
The Warrimoo was therefore not only in two different days, 
but two different months, two different years, and two 
different seasons,  but most astonishing was that it occupied 
two different centuries - all at the same time.  (Source: Heron Flyer, 24:1, January 2019) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking forward to 2021 …. 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


