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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
      
Hello Everyone. 
 
Wednesday Talks resumed successfully on 14th October at the Woonona-Bulli 
RSL, with about 35 members  in attendance. The room can take another 15 or 
so, with social distancing duly observed. 
 
The Club has ample car parking and is also well served by public transport.  
Sign in from 9.30am, the talks commence at 10am, conclude by 11am.  Coffee 
etc is available at the Club.  
 
If you intend to attend regularly, please consider joining the Woonona-Bulli RSL Club, if you are not 
already a member. If you register as a guest, you need to bring your driving licence or other ID, be 
signed in by a member, and provide your phone number. It takes time. If you are a member yourself – 
and it is only $8 a year – you sign yourself in. And you also can access the Club at any other time.  
 
The Annual General Meeting of our U3A will be held on Wednesday 4th November at the Woonona-
Bulli RSL Club, again signing in from 9.30am,   the meeting commencing at 10am. Formal Notice  
was contained in the last newsletter, and is also available on our website.   
 
Also, can I encourage you to consider action at a community level ? Have your say to Council before 
its meeting on 26th October,  about the proposed redevelopment of the former Corrimal Coke Works 
site -  can the environment and the traffic system really sustain 750 units on that site? (see p.2) 
And have your say on what makes an “age-friendly” community by participating in research 
conducted by the University of Wollongong.  For further information, see p.4 
 
     Keep well, stay safe and stay connected,   Ainslie       
 
 
RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP for  2021 
 
COViD -19 has played havoc with our programs in 2020, cancelling them for several months and 
although  restrictions were slightly eased, we were able to resume only on a limited scale from term 3. 
In recognition of this, the Committee has decided to extend all current 2020 memberships to the end of 
Term 2, 2021, without further payment.   Hopefully, our programs will by then be back to “normal”,  
and members will then be able to renew for the remainder of the year for $25. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Household tip from the Australian Women’s Magazine and Domestic Journal, 1853 :  Snakes may be 
permanently driven from a place by planting geraniums freely about the house and grounds. 
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Corrimal Coke Works  
 
The Corrimal Community Action Group (CCAG) has 
commissioned an art project from local artist, T.S. (Skye) 
Zaracostas. CCAG decided on this project when it became 
clear there was a gap in the story of the Illawarra’s industrial 
past. Coke making is the vital middle step between the mining 
of local high quality coal and the making of steel at Port 
Kembla. 
  
The Corrimal Coke Works operated from 1912 to 2014, and 
when it closed it was the oldest continuously operating  
coke works in the world.  The site is a living record of the  
development of coke making over the last 120 years.  
This is the last historic coke works in the Illawarra that has the potential for preservation. 
  
The Coke Works was also the catalyst for the development of Corrimal as a suburb, which grew 
around it from the early 1900s. 
  
However the heritage listing of the site by the National Trust, Engineers Australia, and Wollongong 
City Council may not be enough to stop most of it from being demolished to make way for apartment 
blocks.  CCAG felt a sense of urgency to celebrate this extraordinary history which is right here in our 
midst. T.S. Zaracostas was the perfect match, with a long interest in painting industrial sites, such as 
the Port Kembla steel works and the Sandon Point boat sheds.  She is also keen to record some of the 
special woodland, forest vegetation and the ponds still on the site, before it is changed forever. These 
paintings will be donated to the community and hung in a space which will be accessible to all, 
hopefully on the site. 
  
Reminder – the Planning Proposal for Former Corrimal Coke Works will go to Council on Monday 
26 October for their endorsement to put it on Public Exhibition.  We still have lots of concerns about 
the current redevelopment proposal. It’s too big, too high, too much traffic and too destructive of the 
natural and human environment.  Do you share any of these concerns, or have others? If so, it’s not too 
late to email the councillors before 26 October at: records@wollongong.nsw.gov.au and ask your 
message be distributed to the Lord Mayor and all Councillors. 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Neologisms:  Once again The Washington Post has published the winning submissions to its yearly 
neologism contest, in which readers are asked to supply alternative meanings for common words.  

The winners are:   
 
1. Coffee (n.), the person upon whom one coughs. 
2. Flabbergasted (adj.), appalled over how much weight you have gained. 
3.  Esplanade (v.), to attempt an explanation while drunk.. 
4. Negligent (adj.), describes a condition in which you absentmindedly answer the door in your 
nightgown.. 
5. Gargoyle(n.), olive-flavoured mouthwash. 
6. Flatulence (n.), emergency vehicle that picks you up after you are run over by a steamroller. 
7. Balderdash (n.), a rapidly receding hairline.. 
8. Rectitude (n.), the formal, dignified bearing adopted by proctologists. 
9. Pokemon (n.), a Rastafarian proctologist. 
10. Frisbeetarianism (n.), (back by popular demand): The belief that, when you die, your soul flies up 
onto the roof and gets stuck there. 
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Australian Studies: Daisy Bates and Harry ‘Breaker’ Morant 
 
From Australian Encounters,  by Shame Moloney and Chris Grosz, (Black Inc 2010) 
 
They were new chums, fresh off the boat,  Daisy May O’Dwyer was 20, the porcelain-skinned 
daughter of a drunkard doctor from Cashel. Edwin Henry Murrant, a year younger, was English and 
claimed to be the illegitimate son of an admiral. For each, Australia was a blank slate, a chance to 
invent themselves. 
 
Dais was, by her own description, “passionate”.  She was also hard-headed, a woman without means 
or prospects in a man’s world. Edwin, as well as being handsome and gallant, had the whiff of a 
pedigree and prospects of a remittance. 
 
Their paths crossed at Fanning Downs Station, near Charters Towers. He was a groom, a skilful and 
daring horseman. She, orphanage educated but well connected, was employed as a governess.  After a 
lightning courtship, they tied the knot on 13 March 1884. 
 
It took less than a month to unravel. Murrant first dudded the clergyman of his honorarium, then 
bought a saddle and a pair of  horses with a dud cheque and took off for the lights of Cloncurry. On 
the way, he was busted. The charge sheet included the theft of 32 pigs. 
 
Daisy didn’t post bail or attend the trial. Clearly, her dashing young groom was no gentleman.  Nor 
was he any longer a Murrant. The name he signed on the bogus cheque was Harry Morant. He was 
still using it 18 years later, when he was executed in Pretoria for the murder of unarmed prisoners. By 
then, he was also known as ‘The Breaker”, a penner of bush ballads for the Bulletin. 
 
Undeterred by the brevity of her first marriage, Daisy promptly entered into another, albeit 
bigamously. As Mrs Bates, she bore a child, before ditching matrimony to flit back to Britain, where 
she dabbled in journalism. Commissioned by a London paper to report on atrocities against 
Aborigines, she returned to Australia shortly before Morant embarked for the war in South Africa. 
 
While the Breaker was riding the veldt, doing the Empire’s dirty work, Daisy Bates was beginning her 
lifelong journey into Australian mythology. Disguised as Mary Poppins, complete with furled 
umbrella,  she spent the next forty years observing, documenting and interpreting traditional 
Aboriginal customs, “ to make their passing easy.” As “Kabbarli” – the grandmother – the self-taught 
anthropologist and serial bigamist took a censorious view of the morals of the  natives. Infanticide and 
cannibalism were apparently not beyond them.  
 
As far as is known, all contact between the pair ended with their marriage. Bates burned her 
voluminous notes before her death   And Morant must have had another in mind when he penned  
Love Outlasteth All.  A horse, possibly. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a 
person to use the Internet and they won't bother you for weeks, 
months, maybe years unless you give them your email address. 
 
Time – if it wasn’t  for the last minute, a lot of things wouldn’t 
get done. 
 
 
 
Tip for Scrabble players -  the highest possible score for your 
first turn at Scrabble is  MUZJIKS  meaning Russian peasants, 
and is worth 128 points.  
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UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG  -  Research Project 
 
Project title: Age-Friendly Illawarra, What Does It Look Like?  
A Scoping Study  
 
Purpose of the research  
This research aims to understand the perceptions of the middle-aged and older 
people (defined as age ≥ 45yrs) about age-friendliness in Illawarra. The 
purpose is to generate our community’s vision about what “Age-Friendly 
Illawarra” looks like. Participation in this study is voluntary.  
 
Methods  
You are invited to accept an interview by a qualified researcher to discuss a range of topics about age-
friendliness in Illawarra. The conversation will be focused on your needs for outdoor space and 
buildings, social participation, and information and communication; how and whether these needs 
have been met currently, and what the community and government can do to improve your experience.  
 
Researchers  
 Associate Professor Ping Yu, School of Computing and Information Technology (SCIT), Faculty of 
Engineering and Information Sciences (EIS), 0479 086 978, ping@uow.edu.au  
 Professor Lorna Moxham, School of Nursing, Faculty of Science, Medicine and Health, 02 4239 
2559, lmoxham@uow.edu.au  
 Mr Mark Jones, Age Friendly Illawarra Alliance, mark@aej.com.au  
 Ms Amy Tapsell, Global Challenges Program, atapsell@uow.edu.au  
 Mr Ting Song, SCIT, EIS, ts783@uowmail.edu.au  
 
Expected benefits to participants  
Your opinion will help to construct the dimensions of the concept “Age-Friendly Illawarra”, and it will 
be published to inform the local government and the relevant organisations, i.e., local builders, shop 
owners, and community facility operators, to improve facilities and services for older people in 
Illawarra.  
 
Demands on participants and confidentiality  
With your consent, you will be asked a list of questions to share your opinion about age-friendliness in 
the Illawarra region through telephone or Zoom interview. You could choose the type of interview you 
prefer in the consent form. Please be assured that your confidentiality and anonymity is strictly 
protected. The information you provide will only be used for research purposes and will not be shared 
with anyone outside of the research team. The final report will not mention any particular person.  
 
Participation  
Participation in this research is completely voluntary. You have the right to withdraw or discontinue 
participation at any time. You can do this by informing the researchers either by a phone call or e-mail 
notification. Your refusal or withdrawal will not affect your relationship with the researchers or the 
University of Wollongong. Any questions you may have concerning the research and procedures will 
be welcomed and answered by the researcher. If you would like to discuss this research further, please 
contact Associate Professor Ping Yu on 0479 086 978 or e-mail: ping@uow.edu.au.  
 
Ethics review and complaints  
This study has been reviewed by the Social Sciences Human Research Ethics Committee at the 
University of Wollongong (Reference:2020/299).  
 
If you would like to participate in this research, contact –  
     Mr Ting Song, email: ts783@uowmail.edu.au  
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