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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
      
Hello Everyone,  
 
Well, it’s Winter, but when intrastate travel and café service restrictions were eased, it felt like we were 
starting to emerge from that strange feeling of just  sitting around waiting for something to happen!   As 
Jerome K Jerome had it, It is  impossible to enjoy Idling thoroughly unless one has plenty of work to do.  
 
Libraries opened again on 2nd June - you can pick up those books you reserved before or during the 
shutdown.  But you can’t just rock up, you must make a booking if you want to visit your local library. 
Bookings are limited to 50 minutes, no extensions.  To make a booking, ring the library you want to visit -  
Corrimal (4227 8179), Helensburgh ( 4227 8191) Thirroul (4294 2185). 
 
Restrictions on various types of gatherings are gradually easing – all still subject to the ‘4-square-metre 
rule’ - and our Vice-Presidents Judy and Sue are researching what we need to do to be able to resume as 
much of our U3A activities as possible in Term 3 (which commences on 20 July). There will be some 
restrictions on numbers (depending on the venue) and attention to detail about sanitation etc.  The 
committee will be meeting  on 1 July, to discuss the requirements. 
 
Thankyou to members who have responded to invitations to share some of their thoughts and activities 
through this newsletter – keep them coming in folks, especially feel-good stuff. 
 

     Keep well, stay safe and stay connected,   Ainslie       
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Some more Iso-work from the Drawing and Painting Group - 

Grasshopper – Gai Dutton                     Galahs – Jeanette Southam                 Firefighters – Jeanette Southam  
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What’s happening during the break – stories from members 
 
From the Stanwell Park U3A group    -   We have been working quite successfully with Zoom, but with a 
reduced number of members. During Reconciliation Week, we shared a powerpoint Reconciliation 
Session which I  prepared based on the book -'Walk With Us', which introduced explanations and 
responses on The Intervention, The Little Children are Sacred Report,  The Racial Discrimination Act, 
and more. Cheers,  Jenny Lee Robins 
 

Shaking off the gloom - After the first six weeks ‘freak-out’ due to missing U3A, I’ve been doing Hatha 
Yoga, Music, Qi-Jong, Balance and Bones; crystal healing’; playing Tibetan bowls with Nepalese in town; 
walks in the park; chats with friends; avoiding toxic news and media -  Tamara Jero 
 

In response to Ainslie’s request for “What’s made me laugh recently,” members may consider the 
following offering a bit amusing. My dear wife Margaret and I had recently completed our evening meal, 
a good one on this occasion. It had been a baked dinner, accompanied by several glasses of Red, on my 
part, and I was feeling quite mellow. After the meal, we followed our usual practice, whereby Margaret 
made her way to our bedroom, to do whatever it is she does, before reappearing in her night attire, to 
rejoin me. In the meantime, I do a bit of tidying up in the kitchen, drying a few dishes etc. and then make 
my way to the bedroom to undertake my own less complicated preparations for the evening. On this 
occasion, upon entering the bedroom, I glanced in the mirror and realised that I needed to return to the 
kitchen, where by now Margaret was making herself a glass of Milo. The problem was that upon arrival I 
couldn’t remember why I had gone to the kitchen.  It was then, back to the bedroom for me, where I again 
glanced in the mirror and  noticed, obviously for the second time, a tea-towel draped over my shoulder. 
Once again, back to the kitchen where Margaret greeted me with, “I see you’ve remembered what you 
came out here for. You’ve been carting that around for a while now.” Highly amusing for Margaret, 
slightly less so for me, but we did both laugh. -  John Martin                    (We all know that feeling, John).  

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Brain Teaser 
 
In  Lastlags Gaol , there are 7 prison cells in a line.  These are numbered from 1 to 7 left to right, exactly 6 
being occupied.  The vacant cell awaits the arrival of Cornflakes Colin, the serial killer whose victims 
were force-fed until they flaked out.   
In the occupied cells, Poisonous Pat is next to Harry the Hatchet. Gruesome Gertie is next to Slasher Sam, 
who is two to the right of Desperate Deborah. Harry the Hatchet is three away from Vicious Vince. 
Desperate Deborah is two away from Poisonous Pat.  
Who will be Cornflake Colin’s two neighbours? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 In a recent interview, ACTU Secretary 
Sally McManus indicated that she was a 
bird watcher. When asked what was the 
‘weirdest’ bird she had seen, she replied 
-  the Cock-of-the-rock, a South 
American bird, because it reminded her 
of Donald Trump – it has orange  
plumage and its feathers wave in the 
breeze .   
                              What do you think?  
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The Getty Challenge – recreate famous paintings using household items. 
 
In the last  newsletter.,  we reported on the Getty Challenge (with some examples) and invited U3A 
members to have a go.  Here’s what we’ve received so far: 

 
From Julie Davis –My ‘entry’ is a recreation 
of David Hockney’s Untitled No 17 from the 
Yosemite Suite (428).  
In 2010 he did a suite of drawings using an 
iPad – 46 drawings around Yosemite, then 
painted them on paper.  I love his work as 
much as I love Yosemite. I’ve attached  his 
original as well as my recreation. I’m sure 
you’ll be able to tell which is which … 
 
 
 
 

 
Ned Kelly, by Sidney Nolan (1946) 
 
 
 
Recreated with paper bag, white gloves 
and vacuum cleaner handle.                 
by Ainslie Lamb (2020) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So why not try the challenge as a U3A exercise -   here are some tips .. 
 
1. Find a picture of  a painting you like, especially one that features an object or character  that can be 

easily located – an easel, a clock, a vase, a swathe of cloth, a person dressed in a particular way, cat or 
dog, whatever fits. 

2. Arrange these  items in the pose of the original painting. 
3. Pay attention to lighting and background as part of the composition. 
4. Think abstractly – ie the basic shape of the picture rather than the detail. 
 
Send a photo of your recreation to me,   (ainslie2518@gmail.com) by Friday 26th June.  
 
 
 
A Jack Russell terrier went to the Job Centre looking for work.                                                                  
“Amazing” said the clerk “ A talking dog!  I’ll fix you up with a job in no time.”                                                                   
After making a quick phone call the clerk handed the dog a piece of paper and said “There you go, you 
start at the circus on Monday”.                                                                                                                       
“ That’s no good to me,” protested the dog.  “I’m a plumber”. 
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Ron Browne has combed through the home library and found (and read) many books he’d previously 
baulked at because of their length - - David Copperfield ( Charles Dickens, 745pp), The Fortunes of 
Richard Mahony (Henry Handel Richardson, 827pp). Out of Ireland (Christopher Koch, 737pp), The 
Merry-Go-Round In The Sea (Randolph Stow, 399pp) and Voss (Patrick White, 448pp) are just a few of 
them.  He enjoyed them all. Here is his 
 
Review of Voss, by Patrick White 
 
Voss has been sitting on my bookshelves for yonks: it would look at me pleadingly and it seemed to say 
Please Read Me. I finally succumbed during the recent COVID-19 lockdown. What a surprise! I guess 
that I had been in some trepidation about reading Patrick White’s lengthy tome. 
 
I had previously read The Tree Of Man – also written by Patrick White - and really liked White’s style but 
had held back on reading Voss for some reason or other – I’m really not sure why.  Perhaps the following 
blurb from the Observer on the back cover did the trick, I was finally persuaded to come up to the 
challenge:  From a careful delineation of Victorian society to the sensitive rendering of hidden love to the 
stark narrative of adventure in the Australian desert,  Patrick White’s novel is a work of extraordinary 
power and virtuosity. 
 
And what a read it was! It certainly lived up to the expectations I had from the Observer’s valuation. 
 
The story is based on the story of Ludwig Leichhardt, a Prussian explorer and naturalist, who became one 
of our earliest heroes. In his attempt to cross Australia from the east to the west coast, he mysteriously 
disappeared soon after commencing his journey. 
 
In his writing, White uses extensive religious symbolism. Voss –that is Leichhardt – is compared to God 
and Christ – like Christ, for example, he went into the desert and he was a leader of men. 
 
Early in the work, he meets a young orphan woman – Laura – and falls in love with her on their first 
meeting. They retain this commitment and, in fact, as hardships engulf Voss, his attachment to Laura 
increases. And Laura, waiting in Sydney for Voss, moved through the months of separation as if they were 
a dream and Voss is the only reality. 
 
One theme in the novel concerns language and the difficulties inherent in trying to use it to communicate 
deep truths. Examples are: “Words were not the servants of life but life, rather, was the slave of words” 
and “All words must be deceitful, except those sanctioned by necessity, the handrail of language.” 
 
In Chapter Ten, there is a cave episode which has obvious parallels with Plato’s allegory of the cave in 
which humanity is viewed as seeing only the shadows of reality. Another form of symbolism! 
 
White’s reputation as a fine but difficult writer often puts people off trying to read his work. But on 
completing any of his books, one wonders what one was scared of in the first place. Yes, his books can be 
hard to read and the prose sometimes seems convoluted. but his descriptions of people and places and his 
ability to capture peoples’ innermost thoughts are masterful. 
 
I highly recommend  Voss – it is definitely worth the read so put it on your list.  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A man went into a bookshop and asked the sales assistant “ Where is the Self Help Section please?” 

She replied “ If I told you, it would defeat the purpose”. 
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Australian Studies - Menzies's Kisch-Off 

From The Funniest Moments in Australian History by Ben Popje 

 

The Egon Kisch affair was one of the jolliest bits of tomfoolery in Australian political history, hilarious 
mainly for the fact that it involved government policy so mind-blowingly and transparently moronic that 
one has to admire the sheer audacity of the federal government in being so unafraid of looking like idiots 
in public that they actually implemented it. 

Egon Kisch was a communist and anti-war activist who had gained notoriety in Europe for opposing 
Hitler, a stance that though soon to gain widespread popularity, was in 1934 a prime example of the 
dangerous extremism that the Lyons government wished to keep out of Australia. 

Kisch planned to visit Australia to speak of his experiences under the Nazi regime, which gave the 
government the screaming irrits. They refused him entry, but Kisch circumvented the ban by the cunning 
tactic of leaping off his ship onto Station Pier Melbourne and breaking his leg. 

However, his belief that broken legs were grounds for entry was ill-founded, and he was returned to his 
ship. Kisch supporters took his case to the High Court, and attorney-general Robert Menzies, the future 
prime minister and eyebrow model, stated that we would determine who came to this country and the 
circumstances in which they come (a sentiment that would later inspire John Howard, and then every 
Liberal and Labor MP in the country). 

The surrealist humour of the government denying entry to a foreign intellectual for being too vehemently 
anti-Hitler was droll enough, but it got even better when the government, prevented from banning Kisch 
by the High Court, tried to exclude him via the Immigration Restriction Act, one of the most amusingly 
lunatic laws any country has ever passed. 

The Act stated that anyone who failed a dictation test in any European language could be excluded. This 
meant that even if one of those disreputable foreigners were so underhanded as to learn English — i.e. the 
language Australians spoke — the government could prove their unsuitability to enter the country by 
proving their lack of fluency in, say, Portuguese or Romansch, or any of the other languages that were 
totally irrelevant. 

Kisch was a particularly difficult case, though, because he happened to be able to speak many European 
languages, being a widely-travelled and well-educated Jewish German Czech. He passed the test in 
tongue after tongue, and the government was at its wit's end when the solution was found. Kisch was 
ordered to write the Lord's Prayer in Scottish Gaelic, a language noted for being spoken by almost 
nobody, including Scottish people such as the Scottish-raised immigration officer who tested him.  Kisch 
failed, and Menzies and Lyons high-fived. 

The High Court rained on their parade by ruling Scottish Gaelic was not covered by the Act, and Kisch 
was allowed in: but history's annals had gained another sparkling chapter. To be clear, Australia's 
government attempted to deny entry to an anti-Nazi activist by use of a law which blocked foreigners from 
visiting the country if they were unable to speak a language chosen by the government that was not the 
official, or even a commonly-spoken, language in Australia. If that doesn't give you a good belly laugh, I 
don't know what will. 
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    U3A CONTACTS 
 
Management Committee 2020 -   
 
President -  Ainslie Lamb  Ph:  4283 7818 (ainslie2518@gmail.com) 
Vice-President – Operations -  Judy Bull - Ph 4267 2417  
Vice-President – Development – Sue Rejske   Ph: 4285 9002 
Treasurer – Judy Ireland – Ph: 0403 618 882 
Secretary – and Web administrator – Peter Gibbs  Ph 4284 4705  
Address correspondence to:  

The Secretary, U3A Northern Illawarra, PO Box 849 Thirroul NSW 2515 
Publicity Officer:    Joan Fleming   Ph  0468 964 048 
Committee members 
  Judy Gibbs  Ph 4284 4705 
  Tricia Kullik     Ph   0405 768 642 
                          Patrick Heaven   Ph: 0448 061 951 
                          Jill Merrin  Ph: 0422 655 711 
              Margaret Stratton  Ph  0411 526 899 
 
Welfare Officer and Safety Officer : Margaret Stratton    Ph: 0411 526 899 
Newsletter Editor - Ainslie Lamb Tel: 4283 7818         Proofreader – Ron Browne 
Public Officer : Peter Gibbs, 141/201 Pioneer Road, Fairy Meadow NSW 2519 
 
Website:  www.northernillawarra.u3anet.org.au              
 
Special Interest Group Convenors 
Australian Studies -  Toni Conley  -  toniconley@me.com 
Balance,n.Bones – Helen Whelan – helen@dispoiled,com 
Brain Games  - Ainslie Lamb -  ainslie2518@gmail.com 
Book groups -  Bronwen Cole -  gcol2612@bigpond.net.au 
Current Affairs  - Wolfgang Kullik   -  wolfandtricia@gmail.com 
Drawing and Painting – Jeanette Southam 
Film Society – Rick Thompson 
Illawarra U3A Choir – Margaret Stratton 
Italian Conversation -  Freda Turner – freda.turner45@icloud.com 
Philosophy – Roy Tang – rtang1977@gmail.com 
Reading Aloud ; Arts Hub – Ainslie Lamb -  ainslie2518@gmail.com 
Stanwell Park group – Jenny Lee Robins – jennyleerobins34@gmail.com 
Table Tennis – John Ryan – jj_ryan@bigpond.com 
Walking Group – Lindsay Margaret – lynnes2806@gmail.com 
Watercolour Painting – Christina Slon 
 
 

Answer  to Brain Teaser:   Cornflake Colin’s neighbours will be Vicious Vince and Poisonous Pat. 
 
       1       2        3        4       5         6      7 
     V V    C C       P P       H H       D D        G G     S S 
 


