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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello Everyone,
The country is now moving into a Three-Step Recovery stage , with an evolving easing of
restrictions over, hopefully, the next three months. On that basis, your Committee is making
tentative plans to resume U3A at the Community Centre in Term 3, dependant of course on the
Council’s decisions on its use, and the application of social distancing and other necessary
restrictions. Meanwhile, many of our U3A activities continue via Zoom and email exchanges.
The suggestion to conduct Wednesday Talks via Zoom did not gain enough response to make it
viable, but you don’t have to miss out on exercising your brain on Wednesdays or any other
day. The Australia Institute has been offering interactive ‘webinars’, being ‘conversations’
with major speakers, to which listeners/ viewers can offer comments and ask questions via
Zoom. A recent example was Helen Clark, former Prime Minister of New Zealand and later
UN diplomat, on the topic of International Responses to Covid-19. Ron and I registered for this
session, and it was very absorbing. We recommend it.
Two upcoming sessions are –
 Tuesday May 19, 11am – Federal Health Minister Greg Hunt
in conversation with Richard Denniss
 Wednesday May 20 at 11am – Zali Steggall OAM, Independent
Member for Warringah, on the Role of Climate Action in Rebuilding
After the Pandemic.
To participate, register your email address with the Australia Institute at tai.org.au
Shortly before the scheduled time you will receive an email which provides a password to
enable you to join the webinar. If you miss the live participation, you can watch the session
later as a recording will be emailed to all registered attendees, or it can be accessed from the
Australia Institute website.
There are many other opportunities out there to listen to thoughtful and informative speakers on
a wide range of topics. The Festival of Dangerous Ideas, scheduled for May 9-10, can be
located at festivalofdangerous ideas.com and its presentations by easily accessed on demand.
You can also access free classic movies and top documentaries via Kanopy, a partnership
between public libraries and universities, offering over 30,000 items. Log in with your public
library card at www.kanopy.com
And of course, YouTube offers so many items, especially fun things to keep you laughing., and
music to enjoy. (I’ve been watching child prodigies play concertos).
Take care, stay safe and stay connected,

Ainslie
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National Reconciliation Week - 27 May – 3 June 2020
For several years, our U3A has observed National Reconciliation Week
(NRW) , as our contribution to achieving Reconciliation in the relationship
between the broader Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples. The theme for NRW2020 – In this together – is
now resonating in ways the organizers could not have foreseen when they announced it last
year, but it reminds us that, whether in a crisis or in reconciliation, we are all in this together.
One way of observing NRW this year is to listen to the ABC’s 2019 Boyer Lectures presented
by Rachel Perkins -The End of Silence – accessible via the ABC website on Radio National or
on iView.
The virus emergency has tended to push other important national issues into the background,
but they won’t stay there forever. The recognition of First Nations People in the Australian
Constitution and the adoption of a Voice to Parliament are matters which will be brought
forward in 2021 for national consideration: after 250 years of British, colonial and Australian
policies encompassing dispossession, extermination, neglect, assimilation and Stolen
Generations, tokenism and paternalism, is it too much to ask that Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders be recognised as Australia’s First people, and have a say on policies that affect them?
Further reading : The Uluru Statement From the Heart can be accessed at
www.ulurustaement.org
_____________________________________________________________________________
Apropos of Julie Davis’ item in the last newsletter, on sighting
an Arcus or Roll Cloud over Thirroul, Peter Lamb has a
footnote to add:
The following information comes from "The Cloudspotter's
Guide"by Gavin Pretor-Pinney.
This phenomenon is known to occur fairly regularly during
September and October in North Queensland, passing over the
Gulf of Carpentaria. It is known locally and by the gliding
fraternity as "the Morning Glory". A small group of intrepid
glider pilots trek across Australia, to the tiny outback town of
Burketown, in the hope of experiencing one of the most amazing
gliding experiences. The cloud provides incredible lift and the
opportunity to break distance and speed records while surfing the
cloud. After travelling from England and then waiting around for
a week or so, the author was eventually able to view the cloud close up from a Cessna plane, in
the company of a small group of gliders.
(Photo by Julie Davis)
_____________________________________________________________________________
Tribeca Film Festival - We Are One: A Global Film Festival 29 May – 7 June
free on YouTube.com/WeAreOne. will feature programming curated by some of the best
festivals around the world including Cannes, Tribeca, Sundance, Toronto and Venice, as well as
the Sydney Film Festival. The festival will benefit the World Health Organization (WHO), as
well as COViD19 relief efforts to regional organizations.
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The “Emden” Plate
The “Emden” plate as it is known has been in my family for
over 100 years. My grandfather, Raymond Victor Cranfield,
joined the Navy in 1909 until 1916. This was the Royal Navy
until 1913 when the Royal Australian Navy was formed. He
served on several ships and in 1914 was on HMAS. Pioneer.
The Pioneer was then based at Fremantle when war was
declared to patrol the west. In November 1914 the Pioneer
was part of the escort for the first troop convoy taking soldiers
to Egypt (from whence they went on to Gallipoli). Unfortunately,
while crossing the Indian Ocean, the Pioneer had some engine problems which necessitated a
return to Fremantle for repairs.
After the repairs the Pioneer was sent to East Africa to join a blockade of German East Africa,
now Tanzania. There was a German cruiser, the Konigsberg, hiding out in one of the rivers. The
Konigsberg was eventually destroyed on 12th July, 1915. The Pioneer, which it is believed to
have fired more shells than any other RAN ship in World War I, returned to Sydney at the end
of 1916.
Either on the return trip to Fremantle or on the way back to Africa, it is believed that the
Pioneer stopped to check out the wreck of the Emden. The Emden was a German cruiser which
happened to be in the Indian Ocean when war was declared and in the next few months wreaked
havoc on allied shipping in the area. She was finally destroyed by HMAS Sydney on 9th
November 1914. Her captain grounded the badly damaged ship on one of the reefs of the Cocos
Islands to give his crew a better chance of survival. Author Mike Carlton has written a great
account of the battle in his book First Victory – 1914: HMAS Sydney’s hunt for the German
raider Emden.
Taking souvenirs was of course against orders, but somehow my grandfather brought home
some coins, an Emden hatband and the plate. This plate is really a serving platter, 34 cms in
diameter, in a dark grey metal, with a German trademark.
During this stay-at-home period, I have been researching this and discussing with my brother
what to do with these items. Having noticed a display at the Australian Maritime Museum on
the Sydney/Emden battle, we have decided, after showing these things and telling the story to
the younger generation, to ask the museum if they would like the donation of these items (when
we are allowed out again).
Judy Bull

____________________________________________________________
CHECK OUT the Northern Illawarra U3A Facebook page , which features Joan’s
daily post and which will include pics from Jeanette's Painting and Drawing
Group.
_____________________________________________________________________________
“The tree which moves some to tears of joy is in the eyes of
others only a green thing that stands in the way. Some see
nature all ridicule and deformity... and some scarce see nature at
all. But to the eyes of the man of imagination, nature is
imagination itself.”
― William Blake
Photo by Ainslie - Tree at Corrimal Park
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Australian Studies - Hume and Hovell's Frypan Fight
From Error Australis: The Funniest Moments in Australian History by Ben Popje

Hamilton Hume and William Hovell are two of Australia's most accomplished and amusing
explorers.
Their exploits included many highly comic moments, including the time Hume threatened to
throw Hovell into the Murray River, and the time they went to Corio Bay, which Hovell told
everyone was Western Port Bay because of his poor sense of direction — an excellent quality
for an explorer to have.
But the incident which was not only revelatory of the pressures and challenges of the exploring
lifestyle, but also seems to have been heavily inspired by an episode of I Love Lucy, was the
famous frying pan fight.
This happened when relations between the intrepid pair reached an all-time low, with Hovell
sick of Hume constantly making him cross rivers, and Hume tired of Hovell stumbling around
aimlessly bumping into trees and so forth.
An argument over the best way to proceed when they ran up against a mountain - Hume most
likely thinking they should walk around it and Hovell probably wanting to bang his head against
it 'til it fell over — became heated, and the explorers decided the only way to move forward was
to split up.
Understandably, they divided up their provisions. Less understandably, they resolved to cut
their tent in half. But the real brawl was over the expedition's frying pan, which was apparently
of great sentimental value to these two pioneering cretins. They fought over it — and I don't
mean they argued, I mean they stood in the wide Australian outback, each having hold of one
side of the pan, pulling furiously.
In the end, the pan fell into two pieces, and one man took the pan itself, the other taking the
handle. What the one who got the handle thought he was going to do with a frying pan handle
with no frying pan attached, historians can only speculate on, but I suppose it was a kind of
moral trophy.
If they'd had time, they probably would have drawn a line down the middle of the Great
Dividing Range and ordered each other to stay on their own side.
Later on, Hovell rejoined Hume when, in a rare interlude of self-awareness, he realised he'd
stuffed up, but history had already been illuminated by the glorious petulance of two of
Australia's most irritatingly half-witted explorers.
____________________________________________________________________________
BRAIN TEASER - Can you decode this sentence – another quote from Mark Twain.
Tip – The letters B, C, J, P. Q. V and Z do not appear in the decoded sentence.
DOZDBV GR ZKDW LV ULJKW. LW ZLOO JUDWLIB KDOI RI PDQNLQG
DRG DVWRXQG WKH RWKHU.

Answer on p.6
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Neologisms

Linguistics via COViD -

Once again The Washington Post has
published the winning submissions to its
yearly neologism contest, in which readers
are asked to supply alternative meanings for
common words. The winners are:

Extracts from an article by Kate Burridge,
in The Conversation, May 1 , 2020

1. Coffee (n.), the person upon whom one
coughs.
2. Flabbergasted (adj.), appalled over how
much weight you have gained.
3. Abdicate (v.), to give up all hope of ever
having a flat stomach.
4. Esplanade (v.), to attempt an explanation
while drunk.
5. Willy-nilly (adj.), impotent.
6. Negligent (adj.), describes a condition in
which you absentmindedly answer the door
in your nightgown.
7. Lymph (v.), to walk with a lisp.
8. Gargoyle(n.), olive-flavoured
mouthwash.
9. Flatulence (n.), emergency vehicle that
picks you up after you are run over by a
steamroller.
10. Balderdash (n.), a rapidly receding
hairline.
11. Testicle (n.), a humorous question on an
exam.
12. Rectitude (n.), the formal, dignified
bearing adopted by proctologists.
13. Pokemon (n.), a Rastafarian
proctologist.
14. Oyster (n.), a person who sprinkles his
conversation with Yiddishisms.
15. Frisbeetarianism (n.), (back by popular
demand): The belief that, when you die,
your soul flies up onto the roof and gets
stuck there.

People love creating words — in times of
crisis it’s a way of pulling through. In the
past, hard times birthed playful rhymes.
The 1930s Depression gave us playful
reduplications based on Australian
landmarks and towns – “ain’t no work in
Bourke”; “everything’s wrong at
Wollongong”; “things are crook at
Tallarook”.
In these times of COVID-19, there are the
usual suspects: shortenings like “sanny”
(hand sanitizer) and “iso” (isolation),
abbreviations like BCV (before corona
virus) and WFH (working from home), also
compounds “corona moaner” (the
whingers) and “zoombombing” (the
intrusion into a video conference).
Plenty of nouns have been “verbed” too —
the toilet paper/pasta/tinned tomatoes have
been “magpied”. Even rhyming slang has
made a bit of a comeback with Miley Cyrus
lending her name to the virus (already endclipped to “the Miley”). Some combine
more than one process — “the isodesk” (or
is that “the isobar”) is where many of us are
currently spending our days.
Many corona-inspired mixes combine full
words merged with parts of others. The
“quarantini” keeps the word “quarantine”
intact and follows it with just a hint of
“martini” (and for that extra boost to the
immune system you can rim the glass with
vitamin C powder). Many of these have
bubbled up over the past few weeks —
“lexit” or “covexit” (the strategies around
exiting lockdown and economic hardship),
“coronacation” (working from home) and
so on.
And don’t overlook
“covidiot” – one
who ignores public
health advice.
Not like this person
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U3A CONTACTS
Management Committee 2020 President - Ainslie Lamb Ph: 4283 7818 (ainslie2518@gmail.com)
Vice-President – Operations - Judy Bull - Ph 4267 2417
Vice-President – Development – Sue Rejske Ph: 4285 9002
Treasurer – Judy Ireland – Ph: 0403 618 882
Secretary – and Web administrator – Peter Gibbs Ph 4284 4705
Address correspondence to:
The Secretary, U3A Northern Illawarra, PO Box 849 Thirroul NSW 2515
Publicity Officer:

Joan Fleming Ph 0468 964 048

Committee members
Judy Gibbs
Tricia Kullik
Patrick Heaven
Jill Merrin
Margaret Stratton

Ph 4284 4705
Ph 0405 768 642
Ph: 0448 061 951
Ph: 0422 655 711
Ph 0411 526 899

Welfare Officer and Safety Officer : Margaret Stratton Ph: 0411 526 899
Newsletter Editor - Ainslie Lamb Tel: 4283 7818

Proofreader – Ron Browne

Public Officer : Peter Gibbs, 141/201 Pioneer Road, Fairy Meadow NSW 2519
Website: www.northernillawarra.u3anet.org.au
Special Interest Group Convenors
Australian Studies - Toni Conley - toniconley@me.com
Brain Games - Ainslie Lamb - ainslie2518@gmail.com
Book groups - Bronwen Cole - gcol2612@bigpond.net.au
Current Affairs - Wolfgang Kullik - wolfandtricia@gmail.com
Italian Conversation - Freda Turner – freda.turner45@icloud.com
Philosophy – Roy Tang – rtang1977@gmail.com
Reading Aloud ; Arts Hub – Ainslie Lamb - ainslie2518@gmail.com

Correction - Answer to last newsletter brain teaser was 14 sheep, 22 chickens
Answer to brain teaser on p, 4 - Always do what is right. It will gratify half of mankind and
astound the other.
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