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U3A Northern Illawarra Inc 
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Newsletter No. 70   Editor: Ainslie Lamb          Term 1  2020 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
      
Welcome to U3A for 2020 – we look forward to another year of stimulating 
Wednesday talks, and engaging special interest group activities.  
 
The last months of 2019 and this January have been marred by the horrific 
bushfires raging across the country in unprecedented scope and ferocity.  It 
will have directly affected U3A members in many locations, although thankfully for those of us 
here in Wollongong, the worst aspect has been the relentless smoke-filled air. I do hope that our 
members are all safe.   However, the experience has generated much physical and emotional 
trauma for many people, whether directly or indirectly affected, which needs to be shared and 
acknowledged.  Margaret Stratton is compiling a booklet to enable U3A members in the south-
coastal regions to share their experiences and support for each other (see p. 8).  There will be 
stories of loss, heroism, fear, fatigue, community spirit and kindness, and telling the stories will 
help the healing that must follow the heartbreak.  For all of us, it is a time for reflection. We 
look forward to seeing blue skies by day and stars by night again soon.   
 
On the brighter side, a particularly exciting event coming up this term is  the debate with 
students from Bulli High School, so enjoyable last year, and which will be held in Seniors 
Festival Week  on Wednesday 19th February. The topic is It’s Great Thing to Live in the Digital 
Age – and our U3A team must present the affirmative argument. Expect great performances 
from both teams. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Ainslie 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The 2019 Christmas Party was a 
great success. Thank you to all those 
members involved in the organisation 
and who provided the entertainment. 
Wolfgang’s Christmas Tree was a 
delight. 
 
21 Foundation members – who 
joined our U3A in 2005 and are still 
here after 15 years – were presented 
at the Christmas Party with 
certificates to celebrate their 
commitment  to U3A 
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 2020 

Membership fees remain at  $50 per year or $25 per half year.   
 
Renewals  are due by the end of February. This must  be done by completing the renewal 
form  attached to this newsletter or available at the front desk (or download from the website) 
and paying your subscription either (a) in cash or cheque on a Wednesday, or  
(b)  posting it to the Treasurer at PO Box 849 Thirroul 2515, or (c)  you can renew your 
subscription and  make your payment online (details Payee: U3A NI Inc BSB: 641 800 
Account No: 200420144) – don’t forget to give your name and complete the membership 
form and send it via email when you pay online,  to the Treasurer.   
 
 

 

Illawarra Program booklets are  available at the Library.   

Seniors Gala Concert at  the Convention Centre Sydney, 2.45pm Friday 14th February.     
Joan has 20 free tickets available – contact her (0468 964 048) if you would like to go.  
Travel by light rail from Central.  

The 2020 Socratic Lecture : Excelsior Hall, Thirroul Community Centre, Wednesday 
12th  February, 4.00 to 5.15pm.  Speaker:  Dr Tim Dean - Tim is a well known Australian 
philosopher, writer and speaker,  and presenter at The School of Life Sydney, who will bring 
his unique background to his talk  "The Art of Disogreement in a Disagreeble World.  Please 
ring the Thirroul Public Library Tel.42278191 prior to the 20th February to reserve a seat.  

Wollongong ‘Grow Bold Seniors’ Forum 
10am – 1pm, 19th February at City Diggers, Wollongong. 
 
The purpose of the Forum is to delight local seniors with the range of information and 
services available to support them to stay independent and plan ahead. Presenters will talk on 
a range of useful topics, including how to avoid online scams, shoppers rights, health and 
wellbeing, home care packages and legal information such as power of attorney, wills and 
estate planning.. 
 
The Forum will be free for members of the public to attend. A free morning tea is included .  
RSVP to go into the draw to win a prize hamper worth $100 
at: https://www.feroscare.com.au/seniors-forum or call 1300 763 583 
 
 

 
Bookstall – Dorn’s “bring and buy” bookstall is usually held on the 3rd 
Wednesday each month – next dates 26th  February (delayed due to the Great 

Debate)  and 18th March.   Bring along 1 or 2 good books or magazines.       
Proceeds go towards U3A recurrent expenses.  
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WEDNESDAYS AT THE  THIRROUL DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

Term 1 Program – 9.30am to 12noon in the Excelsior Hall 
                                    With morning tea 10.30 – 11.00am 

Speakers marked * are members of Northern Illawarra U3A.  
Speakers marked # are members of other local U3As. 

 
Week 1 – Wednesday  29th  January2020 

 
9.30am Forensic Science Ken Jeffery# 
11.00am U3A 2020 – Information Session – Find out 

what’s happening in the new U3A Year. 
President and Small Group 
Convenors. 

 
Week 2 – Wednesday  5th February 
 
9.30am The Snowy Mountains Scheme with briefing 

on proposed Snowy 2.0 
Peter Gibbs* 

11.00am Eating Well to Maximise health for older 
Australians 

Dr Anne McMahon, School 
of Health and Society, UoW 

 
Week 3 – Wednesday  12th February 

 
9.30am Keeping your mobility and managing aces and 

pains 
Gerry Burns, Physiotherapist, 
Woonona 

11.00am  
Talking to Urban Trees 

Dr Jenny Atchison, School of 
Geography and Sustainable 
Communities, UoW 

 
 
 
Week 4 -  19th February – Seniors Festival Week – Northern Illawarra U3A Open Day 
 
From 9.30 am - The Great Debate - Northern Illawarra U3A v. Bulli High School 
students.  
                             It’s a Great Thing to be Living in the Digital Age 

 
To be adjudicated by the Lord Mayor of Wollongong, Cr. Gordon Bradbery 

To be followed by light refreshments.    
Students’ parents and grandparents especially welcome. 

 
 
Morning tea on Wednesdays 
 
Wednesday is our regular meeting day, with morning tea provided between 
sessions in the foyer, where  people can chat together and meet new friends.   
 
But it doesn’t happen without the effort of a band of volunteers to set up and clear away. 
Without them there would be no morning tea. Members (men and women) are  asked to take 
turns on the roster for setting up and clearing away –  just write your name into the date on 
the sign-on sheet when your can help out.   
 
Finally, members are reminded to contribute a gold coin for morning tea, to defray its cost. 
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Week 5 – Wednesday  26th February 

 
9.30am The role of Costume Custodian for the 

Arcadian Theatre Group 
Nola Collis# 

11.00am Diary of a German Jew and the rise of Hitler: 
1933-1935 

Prof. Patrick Heaven* 

 
Week 6 – Wednesday  4th March 

 
9.30am The Power, the Glory, the Demise 

(Part 2) 
Tricia Kullik * 

11.00am Steel Before Bessemer  Greg Scott # 
 
Week 7 – Wednesday  11th March 

 
9.30am Sauerkraut, pork knuckes: Building a Dream Wolfgang Kullik* 
11.00am A Chapel in Padua, Italy Patrick de Gabriele # 
 
Week 8 – Wednesday  18th March 

 
9.30am Exercise and Healthy Ageing Dr Bobby Cheema, School of 

Science and Health, WSU 
11.00am Mining beneath the Sydney Catchment – the 

good, the bad and the ugly. 
Dr Peter Turner, National 
Parks Assoc. 

 
Week 9 – Wednesday  25th March  

 
9.30am Sound Therapy – How Can it Benefit You? Raphaele Joudry 
11.00am Diary of a German Jew and the Descent into 

War 
Prof Patrick Heaven* 

 
 
Week 10 – Wednesday  1st April – No program – Hall unavailable due to Thirroul Festival 
Preparations ( not a joke!) 

 
Co-ordination of the Wednesday Talks Program –  
 
The Term 1 program has been co-ordinated by Patrick Heaven, with contributions from Judy 
Gibbs, Tricia Kullik and Jill Merrin.  Member presentations and  suggestions of speakers 
(with contact details) are welcome.   Are YOU prepared to help with this, and spread the work 
load? If so, please talk with Patrick  about joining the co-ordinating team.  

 
Term Dates 2020 – note them in your diaries now 

Term 1 – commences Wednesday 29th   January, concludes Friday 3rd  April.                
Term 2 commences Monday 27 th April, concludes Friday 26th June.                                            
[Note that Monday 8th June is Queen’s Birthday Holiday – no classes.]                                
Term 3 – commences Monday 20th   July, concludes Friday 18th   September.                         
Term 4 – commences Monday 12 th October, concludes Friday 27th  November. 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS AND CLASSES DURING TERM 1 

held  at the  Thirroul Community Centre 
       
New members are welcome at all our groups – contact the co-ordinator for more information 
or just turn up on the day.   Don’t forget to wear your membership badge! 
 
 
Arts Hub -  (Convenor - Ainslie Lamb, Ph: 4283 7818  email:ainslie2518@gmail.com) –  
2nd and 4th Tuesdays 11 – 12.30pm, Ocean Breeze Room.  The progam utilises quality DVDs 
on  subjects of art and artists, music and musicians, architecture and other genres of artistic 
endeavour.    Term 1  program: 
 
10th Feb -  Graphic Novels  
24th Feb – The Making of ‘War Horse’ 
9th March - The Banjo and The Bard   plus  Dead Men Talking 
23rd March -  M. Hulot’s Holiday (Jacques Tati, 1948) 
 
 
Australian Studies (Acting Convenor  –Toni Conley Email: toni_conley@yahoo.com.au)  

– 2nd and 4th Mondays, 1.30 – 3pm, Black Diamond Room. 
 
An opportunity to analyse and discuss aspects of Australian history and culture, usually two 
topics per session, led by individual members. Topics for Term 1 are: 
 
10th February - Brian Loughlin - Changing jobs the hard way ; my life experiences. 
David Gough - Australian  characteristics and identity. Be prepared for an active discussion. 
 
24th February- David Goss - The frontier and democracy. A comparison between Australia 
and U.S.A ( the whole session) 
 
9th March   Tamara Jero -  What can Australia learn from Pacific Island cultures and what 
can they learn from us? 
Stuart Traynor -  Has self-government been good for the Northern Territory? 
 
23rd March   Mark Brookhouse -Fire management. How resources are used and managed. 
How causation is established. 
Ron Browne - The Australian beef cattle industry. 
           
 
Balance’n’Bones (Co-ordinator -   Helen Whelan. Ph: 0419 983 265   
email: helen@dispoiled.com). 
 
Gentle aerobic, balancing and stretching exercises for both men and women, weekly during 
term, Mondays 9.30 – 10.30 commencing  3rd February and concluding 30th March.   
Wear light clothing, flat shoes, bring weights if you have them, and water bottle.    
 
 
Book Clubs (Co-ordinator – Bronwen Cole) 

There are currently two U3A book clubs meeting monthly in the library. If you are interested 
in taking part, please contact Bronwen at U3A on a Wednesday morning or ring her on 
42671837. 
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 Brain Games (Co-ordinator   Ainslie Lamb) – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays , 9.30 –11am, in the 
Ocean Breeze Room.  11th and 25th February, 10th and 24th March.  
A  variety of amusing puzzles, activities and creative challenges to stimulate  
different parts of the brain.  Bring clip board, paper, pencil and a sense of 
humour. 

 
Drawing  and Painting (Co-ordinator and tutor Jeannette Southam, Ph. 4285 1986) –  
2nd and 4th Mondays , 11am-1pm Escarpment  Room.  NOTE CHANGE TO MONDAYS 
 
Unleash your creative talents for visual expression or just for the joy of it.  
Term 1 dates – 10th and 24th February, 9th and 23rd March  
 

The Current Affairs group meets on the first and third Monday at 1.30 pm in the Black 
Diamond Room. A theme is discussed for the first 30 minutes and then 30 minutes is devoted 
first to domestic affairs and then to International Affairs, not necessarily in that order.          
All are invited to attend to listen participate or both. 

Term 1 dates – 3rd and 17th February, 2nd and 16th March. 

For further information contact  Convenor  Wolfgang Kullik (wolfandtricia@gmail.com)  or 
the deputy convenor Ann Brown (annbrown.bristol@gmail.com).   

 
U3A Northern Illawarra Film Society – film appreciation group.  
Weekly Wednesdays, 12.30 – 3.00pm in the Excelsior Hall,  Leader Rick Thompson.  
Commences 29th January and concludes 25th March - See  p.9    for Term 1 program.   
 
 
Italian Conversation (Convenor  - Freda Turner, Tutors Pina MacPherson and Laura Honner) 
– Venerdi (Fridays)  during term, commencing 7th February and concluding 27th March  9.30 
-11.00am in the Ocean Breeze Room.  Open to anyone with some experience in Italian. 
 
 
Reading Aloud   (Co-ordinator Ainslie Lamb) , 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 11am – 12.30pm, in the 
Ocean Breeze Room.   
Term 1  dates – 4th and 18th February, 3rd and 17th March 
Reading aloud to others is a great way of sharing plays, books and short stories, and an 
opportunity to listen and reflect on other times, other viewpoints, other possibilities.   
The convenor initiates the program, but participants also have the opportunity to share a wide  
range of readings – humour, poetry, stories, philosophy, and whatever else takes our 
members’ fancy.  Non-readers are warmly invited as listeners. 
 
 
Philosophy Forum (Convenor Roy Tang; Email-  rtang@hotmail.com) –                               
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 9.30 – 11.00am in the Ocean Breeze Room.  
  
4th February -Is the Meaning of Life the same for animals & humans?     
18th February - Is it better to be a big fish in a small pond or a small fish in a big pond? 
3rd March -Would things get better or worse,  if humans focused on what was going well 
rather than what’s going wrong? 
 17th March -  Is it more important to help yourself, your family, your society or the World? 
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Water Colour Painting – (Convenor and tutor – Christina Sion. Ph: 4267 3696) 
First and Third Mondays, 11,00am to 12,30pm, in the Escarpment Room, NOTE SESSIONS 
NOW FORTNIGHTLY. Term 1 dates -  3rd and 17th February, 2nd and 16th March.  
 
 
 
Two new groups have been  suggested  for Term 2, subject to sufficient interest : 
 A German conversation group, meeting weekly, time and place TBA  . 
 A Finance Group – It would discuss the overall world and Australian Financial 

position and also discuss the share market and specific shares and any information 
anyone had about shares (obviously not ‘financial advice’).  The  group might 
meet once or twice a month and an hour should be enough. 

If you are interested sign the Expression of Interest” sheets and/or talk further with David 
Goss.  If these groups proceed, details will be in the Term 2 newsletter. 
 
 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS HELD AT OTHER LOCATIONS 
 

 
Lawrence Hargrave U3A Stanwell Park 
1A Railway Crescent, Stanwell Park, Hillcrest House, behind Kennett Home and Hillcrest 
Village. Mondays 9.30 am to 12.30pm. The first Session begins at 9.30am and the second 
Session begins at 11am after Morning Tea.  The second session is usually Music Appreciation.  

For further information contact Jenny on 4294 3475 or 0406 350 025 

3rd February Suffragette (DVD) Maria Holbert 

10th February History of the English Language Dr Tom Mylne 

17th February Norway and Ireland Kerrie Christian 

24th February Historic Sights of Bergen, Norway David Christian 

2nd March Crop Circles – Hidden Mysteries 
(YouTube) 

Jenny Lee-Robins 

9th March Return of the Divine Feminine Jenny Lee-Robins 

16th March Five Mysteries of the Ocean Judy Bull 

23rd March Spain and Gaudi Highlights Marion Sinclair 

30th March  TBA  
 
 
 
Table Tennis – (Convenor John Ryan) – weekly on Thursdays, 10 am – 12pm at the Senior 
Citizens Hall, 8 Hospital Road, Bulli, commencing 30th January.  All gear (bats, table tennis 
balls etc) is provided, but players should wear appropriate footwear and bring a water bottle.  
Play for fun and fitness. 
 
 
Scrabble -  (Convenor –Pamela Barnes : Email: pamela4265@hotmail.com) Last Friday of the 
month commencing in February.  Limited numbers, so if interested, contact Pam 
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Illawarra U3A Choir (Convenor Margaret Stratton, Musical Director Yvonne McColl) -  
practices in Room 1-2 , close to the car park at the Wollongong Conservatorium of Music, 
Glenifer Brae, Murphy’s Avenue, Keiraville, from 1 – 3pm on Tuesdays - Term 1 commences 
on 4th February and concludes 31st March 
 
New members very welcome – no auditions, just come along and enjoy singing together. It’s 
well documented that singing with a choir is good for your physical and mental health, and 
improves your sense of social cohesion and wellbeing. 
From time to time, the Choir gives recitals at each of the four Illawarra U3As whose members 
are in the choir, as well as at local Retirement Villages and Nursing Homes.   
 

 
 
IPAC - Merrigong Theatre Co. - there are several members who regularly attend the 
Saturday 1.30 pm matinee sessions of the Merrigong Theatre productions at the IPAC in 
Burelli Street, Wollongong, then meet up after the show to discuss the play over coffee.  
Upcoming shows are –   
 
1st Feb – Trash Talk                  15th Feb – Black Cockatoo          
7th March – The Gospel According to Paul.      
14th March – Jesus Wants Me For a Sunbeam 

Heart Foundation Walking Group –The Sandpipers walking group meet at Sandon Point 
carpark at the end of Point Street Bulli on Thursdays . Between December and March meet at  
8.20  am for 8.30 start. The walk takes approx. 1 hour, about 4km return walk to Bridge at 
Woonona where we attempt to spot any local wildlife. Walk so you can talk. The group go for 
coffee on the last Thursday walk of the month. There are occasional lunches through the year 
and a walk in another location. Dogs on leashes welcome.  Wear comfortable clothes and 
walking shoes, wear a hat and bring a bottle of water.   Please contact Lindsay Margaret 0404 
339 508 for any further info. 

Telling the Stories – Chapter 1  
 
I am planning to publish a booklet of stories from mostly U3A Members about their 
experiences in this catastrophic bushfire situation. There is evidence to show that sharing your 
story is a way to help cope with traumatic events.   To enable this to happen, I am inviting 
U3A members to participate.  Members who are not confident writers might like to dictate to 
a “scribe” or be interviewed.  
 
Stories can be sent to the editorial committee*, via email or snail mail. Photographs are 
appreciated. The committee reserves the right to approve /edit items for publication and all 
entries will be preserved in the Wollongong Library.  
    
Margaret Stratton 
 
* The Editorial Committee is still to be formed. In the meantime, talk to me if you would like 
further information about this project. 
 
 
Thankyou from the Wesley Mission to all those members who contributed gifts for the 
‘Giving Tree’ at our Christmas Party. 
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U3A NORTHERN ILLAWARRA FILM SOCIETY – TERM 1, 2020 
 
Venue - Excelsior Hall, Thirroul Library and Community Centre, 12.30 - 3.30 each 
Wednesday during term commencing 19th January and concluding 25th March. 
Co-ordinator and Leader -  Rick Thompson.   
 
These sessions are about discussing the film(s), not simply watching them.  A discussion 
follows each screening.  Short films or excerpts may accompany some programs.  Those films 
marked * will be screened with  subtitles for the hard of hearing. 
 
 January 29 *Picnic At  Hanging Rock   (Australia, 1975, 104 mins.)  Directed by Peter 
Weir. With Rachel Roberts, Jacki Weaver,  Helen Morse. Based on Joan Lindsay’s novel, the 
film follows a group of schoolgirls on a  visit to Hanging Rock on Valentine’s Day, 1900. 
Some of the girls vanish; the other girls search for them in an atmosphere of increasing 
mystery and beauty…to what end?  
 
February 5 *Pepe Le Moko  (France, 1937, 94 mins.)  Directed by Julien Duvivier. With Jean 
Gabin,  Mireille Balin. Classic French film which follows notorious gangster Gabin who, 
having escaped to the Casbah, establishes his own fugitive circle, safely protected from the 
French police — but he is increasingly desirous of his old Paris.  Then he meets a woman…. 
 
February 12 *Tea With Mussolini  (Britain, 1998, 117 mins.)   Directed by Franco Zeffirelli. 
 With Cher, Judi Dench, Joan Plowright, Lily Tomlin. Director Zeffirelli builds on his 
childhood memories of pre-war Italy and a group of wealthy British women pursuing their 
love of art and culture in Florence.  But politics may overshadow the arts... 
 
February 19 *Psycho (USA, 1960, 119 mins.) Directed by Alfred Hitchcock. With Anthony 
Perkins, Janet Leigh, Vera Miles A high point of Hitchcock’s American career: traveller 
 Leigh books into  Perkins’ old dark motel — and vanishes.  A detective, and then Leigh’s 
sister, search for her, but things grow darker.  Most noted for its famous shower scene. 
 
February 26 *Destry Rides Again  (USA, 1939, 95 mins.) Directed by George Marshall. 
With James Stewart, Marlene Dietrich. Westerns could be witty and ironic, as Destry shows. 
 Long before her Rancho Notorious, and not long after The Blue Angel, Dietrich is a saloon 
singing star in the little town of Bottleneck. Lawman Stewart is sent to clean the place up, a 
task made more difficult by his unwillingness to use guns —  and Dietrich’s romantic 
attentions. The basic comedy western. 
 
March 4 *Marketa Lazarova  (Czechoslovakia, 1967, 159 mins.) Directed by Frantisek 
Vlacil. With Josef Kmer, Magda Vasaryova. A major work of historical filmmaking. In 13th 
century Czechoslovakia, two warring clans increasingly threaten society  and parallel the 
doomed relationship of two lovers. A prime example of historical filmmaking, voted the best 
Czech film of all time. 
 
March 11 * Raw Deal (USA, 1948, 79 mins.) Directed by Anthony Mann. With Dennis 
Okeefe, Claire Trevor, Raymond Burr, John Ireland. Film noir, much spoken of over the 
decades, grew from mainly low-budget crime films with low budgets, minor directors and 
actors.— which, as it developed in the post-war years, gave the subgenre considerable 
freedom of development.  Raw Deal is a basic example of this, with a minor director who 
would blossom into a major figure. Noir twisted standard conventions and expectations, often 
as here, very stylishly. 
 
March 18 *Late Spring (Japan, 1949, 108 mins.) Directed by Yasujiro Ozu. With Chishu 
Ryu, Haruko Sugimura. Japanese cinema blossomed after the war, and Ozu was one of its 
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greatest, and subtlest, artists. In Late Spring, a young woman manages the household of her 
widowed father. She isn’t interested in marriage, but her father and sister try to move her 
toward it as a better solution to the future, all in Ozu’s subtle, delicate style of storytelling. 
 
March 25 *Chinatown (USA, 1974, 130 mins.) Directed by Roman Polanski. With Jack 
Nicholson, Faye Dunaway, and John Huston. A later example of film noir, after it has gone 
big.  Small-time private eye Nicholson is hired by Dunaway to dig into her extra marital life; 
sounds simple, but it develops into a morass of deceit, finally exploding in one destructive 
evening. An iconic 1970s anti-celebration. 

No Showing on April 1 due to preparations for Thirroul Arts Festival. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Beethoven's unfinished 10th symphony to be completed by artificial intelligence 
 
By Justin Huggler, SMH,  December 14, 2019  
 
In the most ambitious project of its type ever attempted, a computer has been set to work to 
complete Beethoven's unfinished 10th symphony.                                                                              
Artificial intelligence has long been able to compete with the human mind at games such as 
chess and complex maths problems. But musicologists and computer programmers in 
Germany are attempting to prove it can replicate creative genius. They plan to put the results 
to the test in a public performance by a symphony orchestra in Bonn, Beethoven's birthplace, 
next year. The project is part of celebrations to mark the 250th anniversary of the composer's 
birth. 
 
It is known from his letters and the accounts of his contemporaries that Beethoven was 
working on a 10th symphony in his final years. Gerhard von Breuning, a friend of the 
composer, wrote about Beethoven telling his father how the work would have a "new 
gravitational force" that would go beyond even his celebrated 9th symphony, one of the most 
revolutionary works of its time.  But Beethoven left behind only a few fragmentary musical 
sketches of what he planned. The new project aims to use a computer to create the full work 
he might have composed. 
 
The project's goal is to integrate Beethoven's existing musical fragments into a coherent 
musical flow. Machine learning software is fed the musical sketches Beethoven left behind 
for the symphony and also other examples of his work and of the composers who influenced 
him.   If this project can manage that, it will be an incredible accomplishment. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson go on a camping trip. After a good dinner and a bottle of 
wine, they retire for the night.   
Some hours later, Holmes wakes up and nudges his friend. “Look up at the sky, Watson, and 
tell me what you see”.  “ I see millions of stars, Holmes”, replies Watson. 
“And what do you deduce from that?” 
Dr Watson ponders for a minute, then says, “Well, astronomically, it tells me there are 
millions of galaxies and potentially billions of planets. Astrologically, I observe that Saturn is 
in Leo. Meteorologically, I suspect that we will have a beautiful day tomorrow. 
Theologically, I can see that God is all-powerful and that we are but a small and insignificant 
part of the universe. But what does it tell you, Holmes?” 
“Watson, you idiot”, exclaims Holmes, “Someone has stolen our tent!” 
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The following item was a recent offering at ‘Reading Aloud’    
 
A Baby Boomer’s lament on the occasion of the Australian school strike for climate 
 
We knew in 1990, at the peak of our careers, that human-caused global heating was changing 
global climate. We did nothing. 
 
We knew in 1995 that these climate changes would be greater than humans had ever 
previously experienced. We did nothing. 
 
We knew in 2001 that plausible levels of climate change would cause more harm than good, 
and that poor people would be the most vulnerable to climate change’s harmful effects. We 
did nothing. 
 
We knew in 2007 that continued global heating could cause abrupt and irreversible changes to 
global climate. But still we did nothing. 
 
We knew in 2014 that climate change has had widespread impacts on human and natural 
systems; that continuing emission of greenhouse gases will cause further heating and long-
lasting changes in all components of the global climate system; and that these changes will 
likely cause severe and irreversible impacts on people and their natural environment unless 
greenhouse gas emissions are substantially and sustainably reduced. 
 
Thankfully we were now retired and have no further responsibility to do anything! 
 
Notwithstanding our irresponsibility and neglect of action over 25 years, we enjoy our big 
cars and the comforts of our spacious airconditioned homes, revel in the sights and 
experiences that global travel affords, salivate at the global cuisine that graces our meals, and 
continue to elect governments that kowtow to the global fossil fuel industry, deny the reality 
or the urgency of human-caused climate change and treat lightly our nations global 
commitments to mitigation of global heating.  
 
Thank God for our grandchildren who were on strike today and who will continue to agitate 
for global climate action in the hope that their parents will do what we failed to do. For the 
wisdom and good sense of our grandchildren we are grateful, for our failures we are sorry.  
 
Bruce Armstrong 
Adjunct Professor, University of Western Australia 
 

 
 

2020 U3A NSW STATE CONFERENCE - 29 April – 1 May  
      
 Hosted by Shellharbour U3A  at the Shellharbour Club 
 

   Theme : Enhancing the Third Age. 
 
                                 For program details go to www.nsw.u3anet.org.au 
 

 

                Thankyou to the staff of Sharon Bird MHR, who print our Newsletter 
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Management Committee 2020 -  Contact Details  
 
President -  Ainslie Lamb  Ph:  4283 7818 (ainslie2518@gmail.com) 
                 
Vice-President – Operations -  Judy Bull - Ph 4267 2417  
 
Vice-President – Development – Sue Rejske   Ph: 4285 9002 
 
Treasurer – Judy Ireland – Ph: 0403 618 882 
 
Secretary – and Web administrator – Peter Gibbs  Ph 4284 4705  
Address correspondence to:  

The Secretary, U3A Northern Illawarra, PO Box 849 Thirroul NSW 2515 
 

Publicity Officer:    Joan Fleming   Ph  0468 964 048 
 
Committee members 
  Judy Gibbs  Ph 4284 4705 
  Tricia Kullik     Ph   0405 768 642 
                          Patrick Heaven   Ph: 0448 061 951 
                          Jill Merrin  Ph: 0422 655 711 
              Margaret Stratton  Ph  0411 526 899 
 
Minute Secretary – Pamela Barnes 
 
Wednesday Talks Co-ordination -     Patrick Heaven (patrickcheaven@gmail.com) 
 
Audio Visual facilities – Alan Taylor  Tel: 4283 4587 
 
Welfare Officer and Safety Officer : Margaret Stratton    Ph: 0411 526 899 
 
Newsletter Editor - Ainslie Lamb Tel: 4283 7818         Proofreader – Ron Browne 
 
Public Officer : Peter Gibbs, 141/201 Pioneer Road, Fairy Meadow NSW 2519 
 
Website:  www.northernillawarra.u3anet.org.au                   
 

 

The Newsletter of the U3A of the Northern Illawarra is produced five times a year, 
providing  advance notice of courses, speakers and topics, and other activities for each Term.  
Each edition  will be available for collection on the first day of Term 1, and on the final day 
of each term, to  give advance notice of activities in the following term.  
 
The Newsletter can also be accessed on www.northernillawarra.u3anet.org.au 

 
If you prefer to have your Newsletter posted to you, hand or send a stamped self-addressed 
envelope  marked “U3A Newsletter” to Ainslie Lamb, 12 Station Street, Corrimal 2518. 

   
Deadline for contributions to Term 2 newsletter –Wednesday 18th March 2020 
 


