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CHRISTMAS PARTY commencing at 9.30am.
Wednesday 27th November 2019

Entertainment by Sway, the Illawarra U3A Choir ,
the Macabre Sister and members.
Please bring along a contribution on a plate for the lunch that follows
(and take your plate and any leftovers home afterwards, to minimise cleaning up!)
We will also have a “Giving Tree” – where you bring (unwrapped) new items that we will donate
to Wesley on the Mall to pass on a little bit of Christmas to disadvantaged families. Make that
fun too, folks. [Preferably for bigger kids up to 12, and families; no perishables please]
U3A NORTHERN ILLAWARRA has been operating for 15 years!
The Steering Committee which set up our U3A first met in late 2004 at the Austinmer Uniting Church. It
immediately set about establishing the Wednesday Talks program, and some special interest groups by May
2005, and had incorporated by November 2005.
15 years later, 19 members who joined in 2005 are still members in our U3A today and they will be
recognised as Continuing Foundation Members at our Christmas Party. They are: Ron Browne, Glad
Doherty, Margaret Stratton (from original Steering Committee), Lillian Bond, Bronwen Cole. Victoria
Harrington, Colin Jones, Patricia Johnstone, Mary Knowles, Ainslie Lamb, Joy Leithhead, Brian Loughlin,
Dorn Lowrey, Frank Nowlan, Genebieve Nowlan, Margaret Starling, Christobel Thorley, Carole Walker,
Gillian Williams, Sylvia Wishart.

SEASON’S GREETINGS
Wishing everyone a happy,
healthy and safe Christmas Season
with family and friends and a great
New Year for 2020.

___________________________________________________________________
Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps learning stays
young.”― Henry Ford
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 6th November 2019
President’s Report
It is my pleasure to present the President’s report for 2019. We have had a very successful year with a great
program of Wednesday talks and our small groups continue strongly. Our membership continues to grow and
we now have over 250 members. I would like to thank all members for your continuing support for all our
sessions, excursions and fundraising activities which has made this possible.
One highlight of 2019 was our Great Debate for Seniors’ Week in February against Bulli High School who
were very deserving winners. Very positive feedback was received from all concerned. Bulli High School are
very keen to participate again so we will be holding this activity again for Seniors’ Week in 2020.
I would like to thank especially all our hard-working committee members whose efforts combine greatly to
making things run so well. We have some nominations for new members for the committee which we look
forward to.
There are also a number of other people whose assistance is much appreciated – Alan Taylor for his
technical expertise for 10 years now, Dorn Lowrie for running the book stall each month, Gill Evans and
Elizabeth Reid (and helpers) for morning tea, Roy Tang for his welcome help in cleaning up after morning
tea and Pam Barnes for taking the minutes both at our committee meetings but also at the U3A regional
forums. Special thanks also go to Ainslie Lamb for producing our newsletter each term, which is kindly
printed for us by Sharon Bird’s office staff.
I have enjoyed being President for the last 3 years but will not be nominating again. I do intend to continue
as a committee member and as such look forward to another good year in 2020.

Judy Bull.

President. U3A Northern Illawarra Inc.

Treasurer’s Report
I am pleased to present the financial performance statement for U3A Northern Illawarra covering financial
year: 1 October 2018 to 30 September 2019.
The IMB bank account shows a healthy balance of $21095.14. There will be minor adjustments such as
unpresented cheques that will reduce this figure slightly. The 2018-2019 Operating Profit is $4204.78
This very pleasing profit is the result of exceptional fundraising initiatives such as: Wednesday morning tea,
Raffles, Book Table and the Trivia Night. The other most outstanding effort is an increased membership
base.
In completion, I would like to acknowledge our U3A community of volunteers that contribute an immense
value of ‘invisible’ $s for us, and they are your greatest asset. The hard work and hours spent in organisation
and execution are invaluable, generous and very much appreciated.

Sue Rejske,

Treasurer, U3A Northern Illawarra Inc

2020 Committee election
President –Ainslie Lamb Vice-President Operations Judy Bull Secretary – Peter Gibbs
PublicityOfficer – Joan Fleming; Committee – Judy Gibbs, Patrick Heaven, Tricia Kullik, Jill Merrin,
Margaret Stratton .
No nomination was received for the positions of Vice-President –Development or Treasurer. However,
following the AGM, the Committee met and appointed Judy Ireland as Treasurer for the coming year .
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CONGRATULATIONS to U3A member JACK GRAY
Who reached the venerable age of 100 years on 16th October 2019

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 2020
Membership fees remain at $50 per year or $25 per half year. Renewals are due by the end of February.
This can be done by completing the renewal form attached to this newsletter or available at the front
desk (or download from the website) and paying your subscription either (a) in cash or cheque on a
Wednesday, or (b) posting it to the Treasurer at PO Box 849 Thirroul 2515, or (c) you can renew your
subscription and make your payment online (details Payee: U3A NI Inc BSB: 641 800 Account No:
200420144) – don’t forget to give your name and complete the membership form.
SUMMER BREAK 2019-20

Sandpipers Walking Group – Yes, those walkers just keep going stopping only for Boxing Day.

Last walk and coffee of the year on Thursday 19th December , then kicking the health and fitness promises
for the new year back on Thursday 2nd January. In December the Sandpipers walk returns to the 8.30 am
starts during the Summer months. Bring a friend. I look forward to seeing you there.
Lindsay Margaret, Sandpipers Walking Group organizer (0404 339 508)

Table Tennis - The group expects to continue playing over the break at 10-12 noon on Thursdays.
However, if not already a member of the Bulli Seniors Centre, a player would need to join the centre.
Annual sub is $10. Note that the hall at 8 Hospital Rd., Bulli, is air conditioned.
A Day on the Harbour - Friday 17th January, trip to Watson’s Bay, fish and chips at Doyles. Meet to catch
9.48am train from Thirroul, 2nd carriage from the front.

Term Dates 2020 – note them in your diaries now
Term 1 – commences Wednesday 29th January, concludes Friday 3rd April.
Term 2 – commences Monday 27 th April, concludes Friday 26th June. [Note that Monday 8th June is
Queen’s Birthday Holiday – no classes.]
Term 3 – commences Monday 20th July, concludes Friday 18th September.
Term 4 – commences Monday 12 th October, concludes Friday 27th November.
The 2020 SOCRATIC LECTURE : Dr Tim Dean - Tim is a well known Australian philosopher, writer
and speaker, and presenter at The School of Life Sydney, who will bring his unique background to his talk
"The Art of Disogreement in o Disagreeble World”.
Location: Excelsior Hall, Thirroul Community Centre When: Wednesday 12th February, 4.00 to 5.15pm.
Please ring the Thirroul Public Library Tel.42278191 prior to the 20th February to reserve a seat.
2020 U3A NSW STATE CONFERENCE - 29 April – 1 May 2020
Hosted by Shellharbour U3A Theme : Enhamcing the Third Age.
Full details will be available early next year.
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WHAT’S ON IN TERM 1 2020 ?

Term 1 commences on Wednesday 29th January 2019,
Excelsior Hall, Thirroul Community Centre.
9.30am – Ken Jeffrey (Kiama U3A member) - Forensic Science.
11.00 am - Update information session: Learn all about the exciting activities which will be available in
Term 1 - full program available. DVD on “The Art of Film Editing” .
12.30pm - U3A Northern Illawarrra Film Society – Picnic At Hanging Rock (Australia, 1975)

NSW Seniors Festival 2020 will be held between 12th and 23rd February. Program booklets will be

available shortly. Please note in your diaries that Wednesday 19th February is our U3A Open Day, and will
feature ‘The Great Debate’ between Students of Bulli High School and members of our U3A. More details
in Term 1 Newsletter.

Special Interest Groups courses 2020 – full program will appear in the Term 1 Newsletter.

















Mondays at Stanwell Park – commencing on Monday 3rd February at “Hillcrest”, Railway Avenue,
Stanwell Park.– 9.30 – 12 noon.
There are currently three U3A book clubs meeting monthly in the library. There are plans to start a
fourth next year.
Balance ‘n’ Bones – weekly during term, Mondays, 9.30 -10.30 Excelsior Hall commencing 3rd February
Watercolour Painting – weekly during term, commencing 3rd February.
Current Affairs - 1st and 3rd Mondays, 1.30 – 3.00pm – Black Diamond Room, commencing 3 rd
February.
Australian Studies, 2nd and 4th Mondays, 1.30 - 3.00pm, Black Diamond Room, commencing 10th
February
Philosophy Forum, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 9.30 – 11.00am, Ocean Breeze Room, commencing 4th February
Reading Aloud, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 11.00am – 12.30 pm, Ocean Breeze Room, commencing 4th
February
Brain Games, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 9.30-11.00 am, Ocean Breeze Room, commencing 11th February
Arts Hub, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 11.00am -12.30pm Ocean Breeze Room, commencing 11th February.
Drawing and Painting, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 11am – 1.00pm, Escarpment Room, commencing 11th
February.
Illawarra U3A Choir, every Tuesday, 1.00 - 3pm, Room 1-2 near car park, Wollongong Conservatorium
of Music, Glenifer Brae, Murphy’s Avenue, Keiraville, commencing 4th February
U3A Northern Illawarra Film Society, Wednesdays, 12.30 – 3pm in the Excelsior Hall, commencing
29th January.
Table Tennis, 10am- 12pm Thursdays, Senior Citizens Hall, 8 Hospital Road Bulli, commencing 30 th
January. (See note p. 3 re play during the Summer break)
Italian Conversation - Fridays. 9.30 – 11.30 am, Ocean Breeze Room, commencing 8th February.
Scrabble – NEW GROUP - last Friday of the month, commencing 31 st January (Limit 12 participants)

Please note that other groups ‘pop up’ from time to time, when sufficient demand is made for them, either for
a short course or an ongoing special interest.

IPAC Theatre Goers. There are several members who regularly attend the Saturday matinee sessions
of the Merrigong Theatre productions at the IPAC in Burelli Street Wollongong, then meet up after the show
to discuss the play over coffee. If you’re interested, obtain a copy of the 2020 Season Program and make
your own bookings. Note that there are concession rates for Seniors and for booking 5 or more
performances.
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS
Phillip Island Nature Parks recently opened a modern and environmentally sustainable Penguin Parade
Visitor Centre. This development will allow extra habitat and new homes for over 1,400 breeding little
penguins on the Summerland Peninsula.
The Foundation want to ensure they have plenty of little penguin rehabilitation jumpers to rely upon in the
event of an oil spill, so are asking keen knitters to support these penguins by donating 1400 jumpers.

These penguin jumpers are not a fashion statement!
438 little penguins were affected by the last major oil spill near Phillip Island in 2001. Of those, 96% were
saved with the help of penguin jumpers. Oil pollution is a serious threat to little penguins. When they become
oiled, they try to preen and clean the toxic oil from their feathers - ingesting the oil can kill them or damage
their delicate feathers which exposes their skin to cold temperatures. When in this condition they are heavy,
and unable to swim or hunt for food.
The jumpers prevent the penguin from reaching its oily feathers with its beak before the Rescue Team are
able to wash it clean.

Little penguin in rehabilitation jumper at the Phillip Island Wildlife Clinic.

PENGUIN https://penguinfoundation.org.au/assets/Uploads/Penguin-rehabilitationjumper-pattern-AUGUST-2019.pdf"

The pattern can be downloaded from penguinfoundation.org.au
NB Knitting these jumpers to the exact pattern is really important. If you have any queries
about the pattern please contact info@penguinfoundation.org.au.

Send your jumpers, POST FREE to:
Knits for Nature, Phillip Island Nature Parks, Reply Paid 97, COWES, VIC 3922
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A Baby Boomer’s lament on the occasion of the Australian school strike for climate
Bruce Armstrong, Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences, The University of Western
Australia
We knew in 1990, at the peak of our careers, that human-caused global heating was changing global climate.
We did nothing.
We knew in 1995 that these climate changes would be greater than humans had ever previously experienced.
We did nothing.
We knew in 2001 that plausible levels of climate change would cause more harm than good, and that poor
people would be the most vulnerable to climate change’s harmful effects. We did nothing.
We knew in 2007 that continued global heating could cause abrupt and irreversible changes to global
climate. But still we did nothing.
We knew in 2014 that climate change has had widespread impacts on human and natural systems; that
continuing emission of greenhouse gases will cause further heating and long-lasting changes in all
components of the global climate system; and that these changes will likely cause severe and irreversible
impacts on people and their natural environment unless greenhouse gas emissions are substantially and
sustainably reduced.
Thankfully we were now retired and have no further responsibility to do anything!
Notwithstanding our irresponsibility and neglect of action over 25 years, we enjoy our big cars and the
comforts of our spacious airconditioned homes, revel in the sights and experiences that global travel affords,
salivate at the global cuisine that graces our meals, and continue to elect governments that kowtow to the
global fossil fuel industry, deny the reality or the urgency of human-caused climate change and treat lightly
our nations global commitments to mitigation of global heating.
Thank God for our grandchildren who were on strike today and who will continue to agitate for global
climate action in the hope that their parents will do what we failed to do. For the wisdom and good sense of
our grandchildren we are grateful, for our failures we are sorry.
Submitted by Lesley Russell French

For the Chef who has everything – an ideal Christmas present ( self assembly required)
Hot Wheels has been ranked the top toy of 2019 for rolling down a ramp, knocking over dominoes that
send a marble down a funnel, dropping onto a teeter-totter that yanks on a string, causing a pulley system to
raise a wooden block, propelling a series of twine rollers that unwind a spring, launching a tennis ball across
the room, inching a tire down a slope until it hits a power switch, thereby activating a table fan that blows a
toy ship with a nail attached to it across a kiddie pool, popping a water balloon that fills a cup, so weighing
down a lever that forces a basketball down a track, nudging a broomstick on its axis to rotate, allowing a
golf ball to roll into a sideways coffee mug, which tumbles down arow of hardcover books until the handle
catches a hook attached to alever that causes a wooden mallet to slam down on a serving spoon, catapulting a
small ball into a cup attached by ribbon to a lazy susan, which spins until it pushes the D battery down an
incline plane, tipping over a salt shaker to season the omelet.
The Onion 24 June 2019
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