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U3A Northern Illawarra Inc 
       A Bridge to Learning 
 
 

 
 
Newsletter No. 68   Editor: Ainslie Lamb          Term 4  2019 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
      
2019 is our 15th year of operation – the Steering Committee which set up our U3A first met in 
April 2005, at the Austinmer Uniting Church. It immediately set about establishing the 
Wednesday Talks program and  some special interest groups, and had incorporated by 
November 2005.  15 years later, 19 members who joined in 2005 are still members of our 
U3A today, and they will be ‘recognised’ as Foundation Members at our Christmas Party this 
year. 
 
After 15 years, it may seem that everything runs like clockwork, but from time to time we 
need to take stock of who our members are, and whether we are meeting their needs and 
interests as lifelong learners.   Please take time to complete the ‘Profile and Feedback’ survey 
attached to this Newsletter, also available on Wednesdays and at Special Interest Groups 
sessions early in the Term. 
 
Which brings me to the upcoming AGM –I would ask everyone if you would consider 
nominating for one of the committee positions at the AGM on 6th November. At the back of 
this newsletter you will find descriptions of the various committee positions and a nomination 
form. As mentioned, it is a team effort; you will not be on your own. Please give some 
thought to nominating so that our group continues to prosper. 
 
Judy Bull 
 

 

           CHRISTMAS  PARTY   
Wednesday 27th November commencing at 9.30am. 

 
An entertaining program provided by musical duo 
Sway, The Macabre Sisters, the Illawarra U3A Choir 
and U3A members.    
 

       Please bring along a contribution on a plate for the lunch that follows  
        (and take your plate and any leftovers home  afterwards,  to minimise  cleaning up!) 
                            
      We will also  have a “Giving Tree” – where you bring (unwrapped) new items  
      that  we  can donate to a local charitable organisation to pass on a little bit of  
      Christmas to disadvantaged families (not just for small children, and  nothing  
      perishable  please).    Make that fun too, folks. 
 
     Term 4 commences Monday 14th October concludes Friday 29th  November. 
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Committee 2019 -  Calling for nominations 
 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on  
Wednesday 6th  November, at 9.30am.   
Full details are at pages 11-12 of this Newsletter 

 
At this meeting, we will elect our  committee for the  next twelve months. U3A groups 
generally like to spread the work load widely over as many people as possible, so that no 
one will feel burdened by having too much to do.  The Committee meets 5 times a year, 
various members undertake roles as described.   We welcome new ideas and enthusiasm.  
Nominations close on 30th October 2018 
 
Why get involved?  Volunteering  to be a group leader or committee member in U3A 
will not guarantee entry to heaven, but will guarantee others’ appreciation and some self-
satisfaction for  making your contribution to our administration and  program.  Do think 
about volunteering your experience and talents to  U3A – see further on pp.11-12 
 
 
 
Co-ordination of the Wednesday Talks Program – please read this! 
 
The Term 4 program has been co-ordinated by Judy Gibbs, Graham Smith, and Patrick 
Heaven.  Member presentations and  suggestions of speakers (with contact details) are 
welcome.   Are YOU prepared to help with this, and spread the work load? If so, please talk 
with Judy about joining the co-ordinating team in 2020.  
 

 
Bookstall – Dorn’s “bring and buy” bookstall is held on the 3rd Wednesday 
of each month – next dates are  16th October and 20th November .Bring along 
1 or 2 good books or magazines.   Proceeds go towards U3A recurrent 
expenses. 

 
 
 
The UOW Big Ideas Festival is a showcase of the University’s ground-breaking research 
from its outstanding researchers. This free event for the community sees some of University 
of Wollongong's newest Professors present an 8-10 minute talk on their big research idea - on 
the stage of the University Hall in a language everyone can understand.  

Topics include the importance of green spaces in our cities, financial literacy, diseases of the 
brain, the importance of purple coloured foods, delirium vs dementia, educational inequalities 
and more. 

Guest speaker Emeritus Professor Maree Smith AC, from the University of Queensland will 
also feature at the event speaking about the unmet medical need driving novel pain-killer 
discovery and development. 

When: Wednesday, 16 October 2019 | 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm    Booking  is essential and 
tickets can be obtained  online through Everbright, accessible from UOW Big Ideas website. 
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WEDNESDAYS AT THE  THIRROUL DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

Term 4 Program – 9.30am to 12noon in the Excelsior Hall 
                                    With morning tea 10.30 – 11.00am 

Speakers marked * are members of Northern Illawarra U3A.  
 
Week 1 – Wednesday  16th October 
 
9.30 am Zonta -  100 Years of Service and 

Advocacy 
Assoc. Prof. Janette Curtis, UoW 

11.00am Travels Around the World Bill and Julie Lawler 
 
Week 2 – Wednesday  23rd October 
 
9.30 am The Art of Diplomacy:  David Goss* 
11.00am The Art of Glass Blowing Nikki Main, Glass Artist 
 
David Goss is a former Australian  Ambassador and diplomat: he will explain the making of Foreign 
Policy and the day-to-day life of the working diplomat. 
 
Nikki Main is a local glass artist, who graduated from ANU in 2008 with a first class honours from the 
ANU School of Art Glass Workshop. Since graduating she has exhibited widely in several states in 
Australia.  
 
Week 3 – Wednesday  30th October  
 
9.30 am Italian Opera –A Personal Journey Patrick Heaven* 
11.00am The Highline and the Whitney 

Museum in New York City. 
 
Graham Smith* 

 
Week 4 – Wednesday  6th November 
 
9.30 am Annual General Meeting 

 
Followed by a short Brain Games session  

11.00am The Art of Spain – Part 1 (DVD) 
The Moorish South 

Spanish Art, from 700 – 1492 AD, 
encompassing Cordoba, Granada, Seville. 

 
Week 5 – Wednesday  13th November  
 
9.30 am Coal - A Blessing and a Curse Wolfgang Kullik* 
11.00am A Pictorial African Safari Colin Markham 
 
Week 6 Wednesday  20th November  
 
9.30 am Pam Ayres, her life and her Poetry Joan Paulucci  
11.00am Five Mysteries of the Ocean Judy Bull * 
 
Joan Paulucci is a member of Shellharbour U3A. Her presentation will include recitations, albeit in 
Joan’s Liverpudlian accent. 
 

 
Week 7 – 27th November -  Christmas Party – see p.1 for details 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS AND CLASSES DURING TERM 4 
held  at the  Thirroul Community Centre 

       
New members are welcome at all our groups – contact the co-ordinator for more information 
or just turn up on the day.   Don’t forget to wear your membership badge! 
 
 
Arts Hub -  (Convenor - Ainslie Lamb, Ph: 4283 7818  email:ainslie2518@gmail.com) –  
2nd and 4th Tuesdays 11 – 12.30pm, Ocean Breeze Room.  The progam utilises quality DVDs 
on  subjects of art and artists, music and musicians, architecture and other genres of artistic 
endeavour.    Term 4  program: 
 
October 22nd   -  The Art of Spain Part 3 – The Mystical North  
Art in northern Spain, from Goya to Picasso, and the present and future of Spanish art. 
November 12th – Wasn’t That A Time – 1982 documentary film about the folk group The 
Weavers and the events leading up to their 1980 reunion concert at Carnegie Hall. 
November 26th – Russian Ark - . 2002 experimental historical drama film as an unnamed 
narrator wanders through the Hermitage Palace in Saint Petersburg, 
 
 
Australian Studies (Convenor  – Bill Barnetson. Email – bill.barnetson@ hotmail.com)  

– 2nd and 4th Mondays, 1.30 – 3pm, Black Diamond Room. 
 
An opportunity to analyse and discuss aspects of Australian history and culture, usually two 
topics per session, led by individual members. Topics for Term 4 are: 
 
14th October -     David Goss – Religious Freedom 
                           Kerrie Christian – Ethics, Messages in the Media 
28th October  -    Ainslie Lamb –“What If?” history (part 2) 
                           Dr Don Robertson – Crime Prevention 
11th November – Roy Tang – TBA 
                           Tricia Kullik – Power and Glory 
25th November -  David Goss – The (?) Republic 
                            Toni Conley - TBA 
                             
 
Balance’n’Bones (Co-ordinator -   Helen Whelan. Ph: 0419 983 265   
email: helen@dispoiled.com). 
 
Gentle aerobic, balancing and stretching exercises for both men and women, weekly during 
term, Mondays 9.30 – 10.30 commencing  14th October and concluding 25th  November.   
Wear light clothing, flat shoes, bring weights if you have them, and water bottle.    
 
 
Book Clubs (Co-ordinator – Bronwen Cole) 

There are currently two U3A book clubs meeting monthly in the library. If you are interested 
in taking part, please contact Bronwen at U3A on a Wednesday morning or ring her on 
42671837. 

 
 Brain Games (Co-ordinator   Ainslie Lamb) – 2nd and 4th Tuesdays , 9.30 –11am, in the 
Ocean Breeze Room.  22nd October, 12th and 26th November 
A variety of amusing activities and creative challenges to stimulate  
different parts of the brain.  Bring paper, pencil and a sense of humour. 
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Drawing  and Painting (Co-ordinator and tutor Jeannette Southam, Ph. 4285 1986) –  
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 11am-1pm Escarpment  Room.   
 
Unleash your creative talents for visual expression or just for the joy of it.  
Term 4 dates – 22nd October, 12th and 26th November  
 

The Current Affairs group meets on the first and third Monday at 1.30 pm in the Black 
Diamond Room. A theme is discussed for the first 30 minutes and then 30 minutes is devoted 
first to domestic affairs and then to International Affairs, not necessarily in that order.  They 
are set out below. All are invited to attend to listen participate or both. 

Term 4 dates – 21st October, 4th and 18th November. 

For further information contact  Convenor  Wolfgang Kullik (wolfandtricia@gmail.com)  or 
the deputy convenor Ann Brown (annbrown.bristol@gmail.com).   

 
U3A Northern Illawarra Film Society – film appreciation group.  
Weekly Wednesdays, 12.30 – 3.00pm in the Excelsior Hall,  Leader Rick Thompson.  
Commences October 16th and concludes November 20th - See  p. 7   for Term 4 program.   
 
 
Italian Conversation (Convenor  - Freda Turner, Tutors Pina MacPherson and Laura Honner) 
– Venerdi (Fridays)  during term, commencing18th October and concluding 29th November 
9.30 -11.00am in the Ocean Breeze Room.  Open to anyone with some experience in Italian. 
 
 
Reading Aloud   (Co-ordinator Ainslie Lamb) , 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 11am – 12.30pm, in the 
Ocean Breeze Room.   
Term 4 dates –15th October, 5th and 19th November  
Reading aloud to others is a great way of sharing plays, books and short stories, and an 
opportunity to listen and reflect on other times, other viewpoints, other possibilities.   
The convenor initiates the program, but participants also have the opportunity to share a wide  
range of readings – humour, poetry, stories, philosophy, and whatever else takes our 
members’ fancy.  Non-readers are warmly invited as listeners. 
 
 
Philosophy Forum (Convenor Roy Tang; Email-  rtang@hotmail.com) –                               
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 9.30 – 11.00am in the Ocean Breeze Room.   

15th October  -  Do GUNS protect people or kill people?  

5th November –Is INTELLIGENCE or WISDOM more useful? 

19th November – By what STANDARDS do you judge YOURSELF? 

 
Water Colour Painting – (Convenor and tutor – Christina Sion. Ph: 4267 3696) 
Every Monday, 11,00am to 12,30pm, in the Escarpment Room, commencing 14th October, 
concluding 25th November.  
 
 

Why isn't there mouse-flavored cat food? 
Why don't you ever see the headline 'Psychic Wins Lottery'? 
Why is 'abbreviated' such a long word? 
Why  don't sheep shrink when it rains? 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS  HELD AT OTHER LOCATIONS 
 
 
Lawrence Hargrave U3A Stanwell Park 
1A Railway Crescent, Stanwell Park, Hillcrest House, behind Kennett Home and Hillcrest 
Village. Mondays 9.30 am to 12.30pm. The first Session begins at 9.30am and the second 
Session begins at 11am after Morning Tea.  The second session is usually Music 
Appreciation. * Doug White will give a talk on Roy Orbison at 11am on a day to be specified 

For further information contact Jenny on 4294 3475 or 0406 350 025 

October 14 Mussolini Laura Honner 

October 21 Forensic Science Ken Jeffrey 

October 28 Artists of the Spanish Civil War – 
Picasso, Dali, Miro 

Patricia Henderson 

November 4 Geology of the South Coast and 
Climate Change 

Peter Clark 

November 11 World Heritage Sites, Central 
Spain 

Brendon Parker 

November 18 Bring Your Favourite Poem All Members 

November 25 The emperor’s Secret Garden 

Followed by Christmas Party 

YoUTube 

Wednesday 

27th Nov  

Northern Illawarra U3A 
Christmas Party – see p. 1 of this 
Newsletter 

All members welcome 

 
 
Table Tennis – (Convenor John Ryan) – weekly on Thursdays, 10 am – 12pm at the Senior 
Citizens Hall, 8 Hospital Road, Bulli, commencing 17th October and concluding 28th 
November  [ Note there will be separate arrangements to continue after that date] 
All gear (bats, table tennis balls etc) is provided, but players should wear appropriate 
footwear and bring a water bottle.  Play for fun and fitness. 
 
 
Illawarra U3A Choir (Convenor Margaret Stratton, Musical Director Yvonne McColl) -  
practices in Room 1-2 , close to the car park at the Wollongong Conservatorium of Music, 
Glenifer Brae, Murphy’s Avenue, Keiraville, from 1 – 3pm on Tuesdays - Term 4 commenc 
es15th October. 
 
New members very welcome – no auditions, just come along and enjoy singing together. It’s 
well documented that singing with a choir is good for your physical and mental health, and 
improves your sense of social cohesion and wellbeing. 
From time to time, the Choir gives recitals at each of the four Illawarra U3As whose members 
are in the choir, as well as at local Retirement Villages and Nursing Homes.   
 

 
Why do supermarkets make sick people walk all the way to an aisle near  the back of the store 
to get their cold and flu tablets, while healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front? 
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IPAC - Merrigong Theatre Co. - there are several members who regularly attend the 
Saturday 1.30 pm matinee sessions of the Merrigong Theatre productions at the IPAC in 
Burelli Street, Wollongong, then meet up after the show to discuss the play over coffee.  
Upcoming shows are –   
 
26th October – The 39 Steps                      9th November – The Wharf Revue 
 

 
U3A NORTHERN ILLAWARRA FILM SOCIETY – TERM 4, 2019 
 
Venue - Excelsior Hall, Thirroul Library and Community Centre, 12.30 - 3.30 each 
Wednesday during term commencing 17th October and concluding 19th November. 
Co-ordinator and Leader -  Rick Thompson.   
 
These sessions are about discussing the film(s), not simply watching them.  A discussion 
follows each screening.  Short films or excerpts may accompany some programs.  Those films 
marked * will be screened with  subtitles for the hard of hearing. 
 
16th October -  *The Devil Wears Prada (USA, 2006, 104 mins.)  Directed by David Frankel. 
With Meryl Streep, Anne Hathaway. Young Hathaway’s dream job, working for fashion mag 
editor Streep, provides far more excitement and stress than she expected in the lavish — and 
unexpectedly topsy turvy -- world of high fashion. Stylish comedy. 
 
23rd October  *Ossessione (Italy, 1942, 135 mins.)  Directed by Luchino Visconti.  With 
Clara Calamai, Massimo Girotti, Juan De Landa. Visconti’s adaptation of James M. 
Cain’s The Postman Always Rings Twice suspense murder triangle plot — will the landlady 
persuade the boarder to kill her husband? — was very  controversial in wartime Italy — and 
the murderers are caught in a cycle of deception, cruelty and fate. 
 
30th October  *Johnny Guitar (USA, 1954, 105 mins.)  Directed by Nicholas Ray.  With Joan 
Crawford, Sterling Hayden, Mercedes McCambridge. Nicholas Ray (Rebel Without A Cause) 
creates a very unusual western in which gender roles are reversed amid considerable  sexual 
tensions as two women fight it out. 
 
6th November   -  *VOLVER (Spain, 2006, 121 mins.) Directed by Pedro Almodovar. With 
Penelope Cruz, Carmen Maura, Lola Duena. Award-winning tribute to women as they face 
the supernatural, neighborhood pressures, and bizarre disclosures in this unusual very fast and 
complex comedy. 
 
13th November - *An Actor’s Revenge (Japan, 1962, 108 mins.) Directed by Kon Ichikawa. 
With Kazuo Hasegawa, Fujiko Yamamoto. A kabuki female impersonator seeks revenge 
against his parents’ killers in an often comic world of the Tokyo underworld.  Highly stylised 
in many ways. 
 
20th November  - *The Pajama Game (USA, 1957, 102 mins.) Directed by George Abbott 
and Stanley Donen. With George Abbott’s help, major 1950s musical director Donen gives 
great energy to the Broadway hit musical set in a clothing factory  under the cloud of worker-
employer tensions and possible solutions to the problems. Songs include Steam Heat 
and Hernando’s Hideaway. 
 

            Thankyou to the staff of Sharon Bird MHR, who print our Newsletter 
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Heart Foundation Walking Group –The Sandpipers walking group meet at Sandon Point 
carpark at the end of Point Street Bulli on Thursdays . Between April and  November meet at  
8.45 am for 9.00 am. The walk takes approx. 1 hour, about 4km return walk to Bridge at 
Woonona where we attempt to spot any local wildlife. Walk so you can talk. The group go for 
coffee on the last Thursday walk of the month. There are occasional lunches through the year 
and a walk in another location. Dogs on leashes welcome.  Wear comfortable clothes and 
walking shoes, wear a hat and bring a bottle of water.   Please contact Lindsay Margaret 0404 
339 508 for any further info. 

How the Internet may be changing the brain 

Source: NICM Health Research Institute, Western Sydney University, 5 June 2019 
 
An international team of researchers from Western Sydney University, Harvard University, 
Kings College, Oxford University and University of Manchester have found the Internet can 
produce both acute and sustained alterations in specific areas of cognition, which may reflect 
changes in the brain, affecting our attentional capacities, memory processes, and social 
interactions. 

"The key findings of this report are that high-levels of Internet use could indeed impact on 
many functions of the brain. For example, the limitless stream of prompts and notifications 
from the Internet encourages us towards constantly holding a divided attention -- which then 
in turn may decrease our capacity for maintaining concentration on a single task," said Dr 
Joseph Firth, leader of the research team.  

"Additionally, the online world now presents us with a uniquely large and constantly-
accessible resource for facts and information, which is never more than a few taps and swipes 
away. 

"Given we now have most of the world's factual information literally at our fingertips, this 
appears to have the potential to begin changing the ways in which we store, and even value, 
facts and knowledge in society, and in the brain." 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Are Emoji’s de-sensitising communication? 
 
Lauren Gawne, The Conversation, 5 July 2019 
 
There’s been a lot of hand-wringing about whether the use of emoji in digital communication 
is contributing to the demise of proper language. But new research suggests the way we use 
emoji in our digital messages is similar to the way we use gestures when we talk. Some 

gestures and emoji have full meaning on their own – think thumbs up , the OK 

sign  and good luck  . Others help show your intentions behind what you’re 

saying – whether that’s amused  or ambivalent  .  
So, rather than ruining online communication, emoji could be enhancing it. 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
A wife asks her husband, "Could you please go shopping for me and buy one carton of milk 
and if they have eggs, get 6."A short time later the husband comes back with 6 cartons of 
milk. The wife asks him, "Why did you buy 6 cartons of milk?"  He replied, "They had eggs." 
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Excursion to the Chau Chak Wing 
Business School at UTS 
 
25 members visited the Frank Gehry 
designed building in Sydney, on 22nd 
August, their interest having been whetted 
by earlier viewing the ABC documentary 
on the building’s design (and the 
eccentricities of Frank Gehry).    
 
 
 
 

 
 

UTS Operations Manager Paul 
Sztelma kindly showed us the 
main features of the building, 
inside and out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words for a Bibliophile – from Readings Bookshop, Melbourne 
 
Bibliosmia  (noun)  The aroma of a good book. 

Abibliophobia ( noun) – The fear of running out of reading material. 

Tsundoku (noun) – The condition of acquiring reading material but letting them pile up in 

one’s home without reading them. 

Shelf-righteous (adjective) – The feeling of superiority about one’s bookshelf. 

Librocubicularist (noun) – A person who reads in bed. 

Readultery (noun) – The act of being unfaithful to one book by reading another at the same time. 

Angsticipation (noun) – The feeling when you finish the latest book in a series and there isn’t a 
publication date for the next book in the series yet. 
 
Logophile (noun) – A lover of words. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Invitation from Mission Australia -    
Christine Thomas from Mission Australia spoke at our U3A on 4th September.  
Following her talk, Mission Australia invites members of the U3A Northern Illawarra to a 
morning at Triple Care Farm on Thursday 19th December 2019. Triple Care Farm is a 
residential alcohol and other drugs rehabilitation centre for youth aged 16 -24. Attendees will 
hear from our frontline staff and the graduates of the program, tour the facilities and enjoy a 
BBQ lunch. A bus will transport guests from Thirroul Station to Triple Care Farm in 
Robertson and back. Spaces are limited, please email events@missionaustralia.com.au          
to register your attendance. 
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Management Committee 2019 -  Contact Details  
 
President -  Judy Bull              Ph 4267 2417  
  
Vice-President – Development: -  Ainslie Lamb  Ph:  4283 7818 
 
Vice-President - Operations – Joan Fleming  Ph 0468 964 048 
 
Treasurer – Sue Rejske   Ph: 4285 9002 
 
Secretary – and Web administrator – Peter Gibbs  Ph 4284 4705  
Address correspondence to:  

The Secretary, U3A Northern Illawarra, PO Box 849 Thirroul NSW 2515 
 

Publicity Officer:    Joan Fleming   Ph  0468 964 048 
 
Committee members 
  Judy Gibbs  Ph 4284 4705 
  Tricia Kullik     Ph   0405 768 642 
                          Ainslie Lamb    Ph    4283   7818 
  Graham Smith   Ph 0431 558 614 
              Margaret Stratton  Ph  0411 526 899 
 
Wednesday Talks Co-ordination -     Judy Gibbs   and Graham Smith  
 
Audio Visual facilities – Alan Taylor  Tel: 4283 4587 
 
Welfare Officer and Safety Officer : Margaret Stratton    Ph: 0411 526 899 
 
Newsletter Editor - Ainslie Lamb Tel: 4283 7818         Proofreader – Ron Browne 
 
Public Officer : Peter Gibbs, 141/201 Pioneer Road, Fairy Meadow NSW 2519 
 
Website:  www.northernillawarra.u3anet.org.au                   
 

 

The Newsletter of the U3A of the Northern Illawarra is produced five times a year, 
providing  advance notice of courses, speakers and topics, and other activities for each Term.  
Each edition  will be available for collection on the first day of Term 1, and on the final day 
of each term, to  give advance notice of activities in the following term.  
 
The Newsletter can also be accessed on www.northernillawarra.u3anet.org.au 

 
If you prefer to have your Newsletter posted to you, hand or send a stamped self-addressed 
envelope  marked “U3A Newsletter” to Ainslie Lamb, 12 Station Street, Corrimal 2518. 

   
Deadline for contributions to end of year newsletter –Wednesday 30th October 2019 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019 

 
The Annual General Meeting of the U3A Northern Illawarra Inc will be held on Wednesday 
6th November 2019, in the Excelsior Room, Thirroul Community Centre, at 9.30am. 
 
Agenda : 

 To confirm the Minutes of the last AGM 
 To receive a report from the President and other office-bearers as relevant 
 To receive and consider the Statement of Financial Affairs of the association 
 To elect office-bearers and other committee members 
 General business (if any):   please advise the Secretary of any items you wish to raise, 

by Wednesday 30th     October 2018  
  
Nominations are called for the following  positions on the Committee of Management: 

 
 President 
 Vice-President – Development 
 Vice-President - Operations 
 Treasurer 
 Secretary  
 Publicity Officer  
 Up to 5 additional Committee members  

 
Brief role descriptions of each of these positions appear on the next page.   

 
If you wish to nominate someone for a position on the Committee complete the nomination 
form below and hand it or post it to the Returning Officer, Ainslie Lamb, 12 Station Street 
Corrimal 2518, by Wednesday 30th  October 2019.  If insufficient nominations are received 
for any position by that date, nominations may be made from the floor at the AGM.   

 
You must be a financial member of the U3A Northern Illawarra Inc. to nominate or be 
nominated for a position on the Committee, and to vote at the AGM.     
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
U3A NORTHERN ILLAWARRA Inc. 

    
NOMINATION  FOR  OFFICE-BEARER OR COMMITTEE MEMBER 

 
We* nominate …………………………………………………….    (name of person 

nominated)* for the position of  

…………………..…………………………………………………………………………… 

Proposer: …………………………………….Seconder ……………………………………. 

I accept the above nomination ……………………………………………………………… 

(Signature)………………………………………….. 

   ………………………………. (Date) 

Both the nominators and nominee must be financial members of the U3A Northern Illawarra.   
 
Complete and hand or post this form to the Returning Officer  by Wednesday30th October 2018. 
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ROLE DESCRIPTIONS OF MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 

 
President:   Chairs meetings; represents the U3A NI publicly; liaises with the broader U3A 
Network; liaises with Publicity Officer on media releases; organises Information Update 
sessions.  
 
Vice-President – Operations: oversees the on-going operations of the U3A NI including 
support for the secretarial and financial operations; deputises for the President when requested; 
liaises with the convenors of Special Interest Groups (classes) in relation to maintenance of 
attendance records and operations.   
 
Vice-President – Development:  advises the Committee on the expansion of the U3A NI 
educational activities; supports convenors in developing the curriculum of Special Interest 
Groups; undertakes surveys to ascertain member needs and interests; advises on copyright 
obligations;  deputises for the President when requested.  
 
Secretary: records and maintains minutes of meetings of the U3A NI; handles correspondence; 
circulates minutes and agenda to other members; maintains membership records; maintains  
attendance records at the Wednesday program.  Acts as Public Officer.   
*A Minute Secretary may be appointed by the Committee to assist the Secretary.  
 
Treasurer: prepares and presents annual draft budget; maintains financial records; handles 
incoming and outgoing payments on behalf of the U3A NI; maintains register of members; 
presents progress financial reports to committee meetings; prepares annual financial statements; 
maintains assets register; maintains Public Liability insurance.  
 
Publicity Officer: publicises the U3A NI and in particular - liaises with the President on media 
releases; prepares information brochures and posters; builds and maintains publicity contacts. 
 
Other committee members (and other individual members)  may be involved in assisting the 
above officers in the execution of their duties, such as   

 Newsletter editor – prepares the newsletter and associated leaflets, arranges for printing  
 Webmaster – maintains the NI website in consultation with  Publicity Officer and 

Newsletter editor 
 Public Officer – ensures that  official reporting obligations are met 
 Facilities officer – oversees  use of audio/visual facilities  
 First aid and safety officer -  advises on risk management 
 Maintenance of historical records (eg scrapbook)   
 Member welfare officer  
 Organising external excursions 
 Liaison with Thirroul Community Centre (eg room bookings, storage, etc). 

 
Wednesday Talks Co-ordinator:  organises Wednesday talks program; prepares a list of 
future speakers at least one term in advance; recruits potential presenters; provides details of 
program to the Newsletter editor; presents mementos of appreciation to guest speakers.   * This 
role may be undertaken by more than one person acting as a sub-committee, with the co-
ordinator having overall responsibility for the program.    
 
Special Interest  Group Convenors -  are responsible to co-ordinate the programs of special 
interest groups,  provide details of programs to the Newsletter editor, and maintain attendance 
records.  
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PROFILE AND FEEDBACK SURVEY –  U3A NORTHERN ILLAWARRA  
 
To enable the Committee to continue to provide for our members, we would appreciate your 
completing this survey and returning it by Wednesday 30th  October*.  
 
 
Gender  --  M  or  F  (circle)  Age group  (circle) -  under 65   65-74       75-85    Over 85 
 
Your principal occupation in the 2nd Age **…………………………………………… 
 
 
Your experience with Northern Illawarra U3A   When did you join this U3A?  ………….. 
 
How did you learn about this U3A?  ………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
What were your expectations of U3A? ……………………………………………………… 
 
..……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
List the current U3A activities you attend …………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
What do you enjoy about U3A? …………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
How can the committee improve your U3A experience? ……………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
*  Please place your completed survey in the box provided (on Wednesdays) or hand it 
to a committee member or a special interest group leader by Wednesday 30th October.  
 
** U3A is conducted by volunteers who contribute their skills and experience to provide its 
programs. Can you contribute your skills and experience to U3A – eg, join the committee?  
Offer a presentation or lead a class?  Become part of the Wednesday Talks organizing sub-
committee?  Help with morning tea and/or social events?  If you would like to be involved, 
provide your name and contact email or phone number here and we will get back to you.   
 
 
 


